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FURTHUR FEATURING PHIL LESH & BOB WEIR • SAT & SUN • JULY 10 & 11 



FAIRMOUNT PARK - PHILADELPHIA 
MonnCenler.org 



TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER.COM 
PHONE CHARGE 8007*5 -3000 - TICKETPHILADEIPHIA.ORG 



CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 



215 893-1999 MANN CENTER BOX OFFICE (NO SERVICE CHARGE) 



m 





NE TICKET 
WITH A DOV 

rHEElECTRlrvi. 

album, m 

CKS RECORDED Ot 



(3HEH 



W\('iic)viA 



FfiRST 5H0V/^ 
SOLD OUT! 
SECOND SHOW 
ADDED DUE TO 
k POPULAR j 
k DEMAND! / 






SUN, AUGUST 1 







Life changes. Your 
insurance should keep up. 
That's our stand. 



Call me today to see how you can save 
when you combine your auto policies. 
(Spend more on your honeymoon). 



Thomas Stephenson 
(215)564-6336 

2001 Walnut St. 
Philadelphia 

tomstephenson(Ballstate,( 



Allstate 



FRIDAY, JUNE 18, 2010 

KINDRED & THE FAMILY SOUL 
JEFF BRADSHAW 
JAGUAR WRIGHT 
CAROL RIDDICH 



ATURDAY, JUNE 19, 2010 

NORMAN CONNORS 



iUNDAY, JUNE 20, 2010 

DEACON PITMANN 
& JUST US GOSPEL 



<^OARC l Relish I 



IGNIS FATUUS 



PROJECT 5. 28-2010 - WARNING ; 

* RADAR INDICATES BIZARRE ACTIVITY... 

LAT 3V N - LONG 74 .62" W 

* LOCATIONS IN THE AFFECTED AREA INCLUDE MOREY'S 

MARINER’S LANDING PIER - SCHELLENGER AVENUE 
AND THE BOARDWALK 
PREPAREDNESS ACTIONS REQUIRED ■ • • 

BE ONE OF THE FIRST TO EMBARK ON A TERRIFYING 
JOURNEY THROUGH OUR NEWEST ATTRACTION - 
SURE TO BE A BOARDWALK CLASSIC. 
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DAVID GRAY 

AND 




RAY LAMONTAGNE 



FRIDAY 
AUGUST 20 
AT 7:30PM 



ON SALE 
SATURDAY 
AT 10AM! 



Susquehanna Bani 

CENTER ^ 



ALL ticketmaster OUTLETS, 1-800-745-3000, SUSQUEHANNA BANK CENTER BOX OFFICE ( 1 HARBOUR 
BLVD. CAMDEN, NJ ) & LIVE NATION BOX OFFICE (111 PRESIDENTIAL BLVD. BALA CYNWYD, PA ) 
www.davidgray.com www.raylamonfagne.com wxpn 
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PRESALE FOR CITI CARDMEMBERS 

Now Through Friday, April 30th at 10pm 
Public onsale Saturday. May 1st at 10am 

For tickets, visit citiprivatepass.com ! 
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thebellcurve 

CP’s Quallty-o- Life -o-Meter 



[+ -\ 1 A bomb squad at the airport examines 
1 an unattended backpack but discovers 
only pornography inside. "To be fair," says 
bomb squad captain, “there is somethi ng 
fairlyexplosive at around minute 17 of The 
Squirt Locker ’ 

f+2] PhilliessluggerRyanHowardsignsa$125 
1 million contractextensionthatcould last 
until he's 37 years old. Explains Ruben 
Amaro Jr. : ■ We want to keep thi s exc itl ng 
core in place long enough to get old and 
terrible together." 

[+ 1 ] Oneteenwhoklckedanotherinthehead 
1 during a flash mob apologized in court, 
saying her "thoughtless and reckless 
behaviors affected not only me, but so- 
ciety." "Actually, its pretty funny from a 
safe distance," Society responds. “Do it 
again so we can film it" 

[0] Three men dressed as Nazis get beaten 

up outside a punk show in Old City. And 
the creatures nearby looked from punk 
to Nazi, and from Nazi to pun k, but it was 
impossible to say which was which. 

[2] A SEPTA regional rail conductor is injured 
by a low-speed train near a switch In 
Glenside. "I’ve heard about these new- 
fangled 'auto-mated swltch-es,”' says 
SEPTAtycoon Cornelius VanGillicutty, "but 
I just don’t trust no ro-bits. It’s like I've 
always said, if you want a track switched 
right, you put the train in idle, getoutand 
switch ityourdang self.” 

[ - 3 ] The city bulldozes 7.000 counterfeitwat- 
ches confiscated lastyear. Hey spazzes: 
They were real watches. 

f+4] Intownperformingaplay.actressKathleen 
J Turner complains to Mayor Nutter about 
Philly cab drivers not using hands-free 
devices. “Oh, is that what she was trying 
to say?" asks Nutter. “That famous sex- 
smoky voice? Yeah, it’s dropped down to 
like Jabba the Hutt levels. I mean, Jesus 
Christ I was like: Who is this crazy lady 
burping at me?" 

[+2] Shepard Faireycomestotown to put up 
J wheat-paste murals in the area. Aw, look, 
8anksyhasaposse. 

This week's total: 5 I Last week's total: 9 
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S o, what lesson have we learned this week? You do not fuck 
with Arlen Specter, because Arlen Specter does not fuck 
around. Even at 80, Snarlin' Arlen is perfectly willingto swat 
a % with a bulldozer, and if he has to lift a page from Karl Rove's 
playbook to get what he wants — that would be re-election — so 
be it What else did we learn? His primary opponent , U .S. Rep. 

Joe Sestak — a former Navy three-star admiral who acts, in the 
strange words of strange MSNBC forehead Chris Matthews, 
a bit too much like a “St. Francis" for Pennsylvania voters ( cough 
pussy cough ) — could use a little primer in ihe art of punching back. 
What fun. Lets review, shall we? 

A month ahead of their May 18 primary, Democratic Senate 
candidates Specter and Sestak went on the air with their respec- 
tive ads: Sestak, a decidedly meh introduction to a voting base that 
has no idea who he is; Specter, a knee-capper slamming Sestak’s 
Navy career and congressional attendance record, replete with 
that creepy voiceover that exists only to tell you that Joe Sestak 
is a very bad man. Team Sestak took umbrage atSpecter’s attack 
on the congressman’s Navy record (not so much the part about his 
congressional attendance, because who cares) and pointed out that 
Specter went negative just as an April 1 2 Rasmussen poll showed 
the primary race was a dead heat . 

Specter's ad — which has been cone 



Republican Senate candidate Pat Toomey aimed to stake 
the heart of Sesta k's biography by claiming that the 31-year vet was 
“relievedof duty” for creating a“poor command climate.” 

Here are the facts: In July 2005, Adm. Mike Mullen (now chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff) was sworn in as the chiefofnaval 
operations and immediately sacked Sestak as deputy chief of naval 
operations for warfare requirements and programs and reassigned 
him to lower-prof Be desk jobs,” as a 2005 Navy Times story put 
it. In January 2006, after his 6- 

l6r Q06S T"IOt service; he ran for Congress the 
TUCK 3rOUnd, fallowing November. 

Specter's ad relies on that 

Navy Times piece, which alleges that Mullen removed Sestak — a 
N aval Academy grad with a master’s in public administration and 
a doctorate in political economics, both from Harvard, who was tire 
first director of the Navy’s in-house think tank, called “Deep Blue" 
— not because he was intellectually unfit, but because he was 

Per the story: "Fhntagon sources said Sestak was known to keep 
appointments waiting outside his office at length and pile excessive 



. by none other than 



is creating a poor command climate 





Yawn. At the risk of playing favorites — this column is rigid in its 
fairness and balance - more bare-knuckle tactics are required 
here, con gressman: If Specter is slinging mud while you’re just get- 
tingyour name out there, dying "Swift Boat" ain’t gonna cut it 
You gotta fight fire with fire. Example: “If Arlen Specter had his way, 
Sarah Palin would be vice president." 

See what your creepy voiceover guy can do with that. 

The question is whether Sestak will, in the race’s home stretch, 
mount the requisite all-out assault on Specter's 30 years as a 
Republican senator who backed the Iraq war, cleared Clarence 
Thomas’ ascension to the Supreme Court and still to this day sup- 
ports Steve Forbes' wet dream of a flat tax? 

It seems Sestak is finally getting the point. (Better late than 
never.) In our 15-minute interview, Sestak used the word "con- 
fused" to describe Specter a good dozen times, as in: “You're con- 
fused, very confused, this is not the Republican Party you gave a 
half-century t o." 

Translation: “Arlen Specter is old and senle and belongs in a 
home." Now that’s hardball. Pass the popcorn. 

GOOD WORK IF YOU CAN GET IT 

There’s a sucker bom every minute, and Michael Badnarik 
knows it. On Sunday, he was able to persuade 17 such suckers 
to pay $100 to hear him give a high school civics lesson about the 
Constitution — titled “Introduction to the Constitution" — pep- 
pered with morsels of Glenn Beck ( chalkboard included!), in 
a dreary Drexel University classroom. For nine hours, Badnarik, 
leveraging his credentials as the 2004 Libertarian Party 
presidential candidate and his self-conferred degree of constitu- 
tional scholarship, waxed on about the Constitution, how great it 
is, what it is, and how Barack Obama is planning on introducing an 
amendment to use it as personal toilet paper. 

Lunch was served. It cost $100. 

By the time we rolled out of bed and made way to University 
City — 2 p.m. .don't judge us -the class was five hours in, but 
Badnarik was just arriving at the basics: what an article is, what a 
section is, how many articles, how many sections, etc. (In the 10 min- 
utes ittookhim to explain this, Badnarik made about S32 dis- 
cussing things that are available on Wikipedia for free. Just saying.) 

For a minute, we felt duped: We were promised right-wing popu- 
lism, manifestos on states’ rights and at the very least, one com- 
parison of Obama to Hitler. But the lecture lost its prosaicness as 
Badnarik — in front of a chalkboard half-filled with constitutional 
chronology and half-filled with geometry questions from an ear- 
lier Drexel class — launched into injunctions ofPhilly as (he cradle 
ofliberty and Tea Partydom. 

“You’ve got to feel (he power!" he implored. “You’re here in Phil- 
adelphia! I mean, can’t you foci Benjamin Franklin looking over 
your shoulder, sayinggo for it!" 

Um, yeah. Other points of interest: “General welfare" does not 
apply to food stamps or leeches who use resources while, 
Badnarik says, Tm working my butt off. and someone's watching 
TV, eating Bon Bons and making babies. Not on my watch!" Also: 
The state legislature is designed to prevent things like Obamacare 
from encroaching on our rights to riot see a doctor. 

Also: life, liberty and property! $100. 

• This weeks report M ■/•//irv < ' Hillman and Andrew Thompson. Email usal 
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riddle METHIS: Whe re inAmenca can so me- 
i one be tried for acrimefor which heS already been 
acquitted?The Philadelphia Parking Authority court, 
j that's where! 

Last week, Ron Blount president of the Taxi 
WorkersAllianceofPennsylvania— aunionof Phil- 
adelphia taxi drivers— stood before a judge to face 
charges (for the second time) of assaulting a passen- 
ger when she tried to pay with a credit card in March 
2008. Last October, the Court of Common Pleas 
acquitted Blount of assault charges; ihejuiy’sdelib- 
eratlonstookall of 25 minutes. But the PPA— whfch 
oversees cabs — pursued its administrative case 
j against him anyway, in its own court administered 
by its own judges, whose salary it pays. 

And citing thiscase. the PPA's Tati and Limousine 
Division (TLD) has refused to meetwith Blountfor 
j the last two years. 

It’s a strange place, this TLDcourt Drivers, who 
j often facesuchhigh up-front fees that they have 
k) work 1 1 -hourdaysto earn a profit, are subject to 
high fines for rule violations. These fines are doled 
out by TLD officials, but drivers have the option of 
appealing to the PPA court. There, says attorney 
Mark Kirby, who frequenByrepresents cabbies, the 
rules get weird. The court for instance, charges cab 
drivers $1 25 to appeal a fine. If they win. they get 
back $1 OOUOops.they were wrong, but they’ll keep 
your 25 bucks anyway, thanks for comi ng. " „ 

The rules governing evidence are creative, as ji 
; well. There is, for instance, no right to confront your £ 
accuser. In one case, adient of KirbyS wascharged P 
with refusing to take a credit card — achargethe J 
driversaid was the resultof a misunderstanding, « 
The accuser didn’t showup. so the PPA submit- 3 
ted a written letter on her behalf. The judge ruled J 
against the cabbie, citing the letter as “plausible 5 
and convincing." 

“Howdoyoucross-examineadocument?" Kirby 5 
asks. “Is that a hearing, or is it a sham? Why have : 
these hearings in the first place?" 2 

Despite all thatonApril 22. Blountwas acquitted * 
again, this time in PPAcourt The judge called hi m 5 
one of the more credible witnesses he had seen. •* 
Does that mean the TLD will meet with him? Sure, . 
TLD director Jim Ney tddthe Metro, “butthat’s not - 
going to happen until we see the adual opinion. " 1 

When will that be? Only the PPA court knows j 
forsure. ; 

* Isaiah Thompsmalmfscmtmats his accuser. Accuse m 
him at isaiah. thompson@clypaper.net 
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HIS FATHER'S SON: 
Anthony Williams, whose 
trailblazing father passed 



is pictured here in his 
Chinatown headquar- 
ters. He has, in the words 
of one observer, added 




ODD MAN OUT 

Can Anthony Williams become Pennsylvania’s first black governor? By Holly otterbein 



EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the third in an occasional series on the 
little-known Democratic candidates for governor. 

In person, the first quirky thing about Anthony Williams you’ll 
notice — a trait that television cameras and photographs often fail 
to capture — is a small, golden tuft of fuzz at the top ofhis gray, curly 
head of hair. The 53-year-old gubernatorial candidate and 11-year 
state senatorfor Philadelphia’s Eighth District seems to be brim- 
ming with such idiosyncrasies: On Twitter, his use of exclamation 
points is promiscuous. (“Had an exciting week! Biz forum in Lehigh 
Valley!") During interviews, he high-fives reporters and makes casu - 
al jokes about pot. At gubernatorial forums, he’s the odd man out 
“In these forums, all the other candidates will be nodding 
along, saying the same sorts of things,” says Terry Madonna, a 
Pennsylvania politics scholar at Franklin and Marshall College 
(F&M). “But Williams isn’t. He has persona lity. He’s added a 
sizzle and exuberance to the race," 

But will a series of quirks take Williams to the governor's man- 
sion , despite the fact that he entered the race late ( at the end of 
February f! And can he win as a black man in a state that even Gov. 
Ed Rendell has suggested is racist? IfWilli ams thinks so, it’s in part 
because ofhis father's legacy. Hardy Williams, who died a month 
before his son entered the gubernatorial race, was a mainstay in 
Philly politics. He co-founded the Black Political Forum in ’67, and 
was the first viable black candidate to run for mayor. A Daily News 
obituary remarked (justifiably) that Hardy Williams had “helped 
pave the way” for black mayors W. Wilson Goode and John Street. 

Asked if his father’s death motivated him to run, Williams demurs. 
“I don’t know. I didn’t think about that," he says. “Something that did 
affect me was when I had to make that decision, I thought that he 
wouldn’t hesitate because offearoffai lure. He’d run for thepositions 
and issues, for comm unities that often get overlooked.” 

One of Williams’ pet issues is school choice: He strongly supports 
providing parents with taxpayer-financed vouchers to pay for their 
children’s private school tuition and public funding for charter 



schools — a position at odds with the powerful teachers unions and 
the Democratic establishment. “People of color are particularly 
asking for these options," says Williams. 

He’s right. Throughout fire country, school vouchers have made for 
strange bedfellows — particularly inner-city blades and white evan- 
gelical Republicans. Critics contend that the government funding of 
private schools not only raises constitutional questions — namely, 
tax dollars going to religious institutions — but also undermines 
the state's public schools. (Williams founded and is still a board 
member ofWest Philly’s Hardy Williams Charter School. According 
to tax records, he doesn’t receive a salary from the school.) 

Such voucher programs are rare in the United States, Williams 
admits, but despite a pauri ty of evidence, he doesn’t doubt that they 
could succeed in Philly. “How are they going to feil?"he asks. “What 
fails when you have money 
to send your child to a public 
school? People are concerned 
about the system failing What 
about being concerned about file 

■ his campaign finances. Of 
the remarkable $1.7 million Williams' April campaign finance 
report showed that he had received, almost $1 .5 million came 
from PACs funded by three managing directors of Bala Cynwyd’s 
Susquehanna International Group, an investment firm. Williams 
said the contributors, Joel Greenberg, Jeffrey Yass and Arthur 
Dantchik, agreed with his views on school choice, and that was that 
But a Pittsburgh Tribune-Review article suggested otherwise. 
The article described the three as major stakeholders in casinos 
and gambling companies. (A subsequent correction clarifies that 
though Susquehanna International Group's holdings “include 
shares of gaming companies,”neither“the investment firm nor any 
of its principals operates or controls any casino or othergaming 
company." Susquehanna International Group’s directors did not 



“He should 
have been in 
a year ago.” 



return City Paper's calls.) 

Though Williams says he hasn’t taken 
any direct contributions from gaming inter- 
ests — he and competitors Dan Onorato, 
Jack Wagner and Joe HoefTel have all 
received donations from the pro-casino 
Local 98 IBEW Committee on Political 
Education — Williams certainly positions 
himself in a way that could attract them. 

He supports legalizing and taxing Keno 
and small chance games in bars. He oppos- 
es repealing the extension of credit to slot 
machines because, he says, “poor people 
don’t get that credit anyway.” 

Although, unlike Onorato, he doesn’t 
have a city’s economic revitalization to sell, 
Williams’ campaign is similarly focused on 
job creation. The F&M economics major, 
class of 1979, believes that government 
funding for job training should be directed 
toward bioscience, pharmaceutical and 
technological industries. Williams has also 
touted his business achievements, like his 
role in bringing a new business corridor to 
Philadelphia's 60th Street, and co-founding 
Neighborhoods United Against Crime and 
Diversity Apprenticeship Program. 

But some residents of the Eighth District, 
the community Williams represents in 
the State Senate, don't buy it. “After all 
the years he’s been here, I don’t see how 
our district has benefited from his leader- 
ship,” says Tracey Gordon, president of the 
activist group Southwest Philly Concerned 
Citizens. “We have some of the highest 
rates of unemployment among African- 
Americans and youth here." 

Still, Gordon, a black woman, does 
back Williams on at least one point: “lam 
an advocate of school choice," she says. 
“Parents should have the right to choose a 
school for their children ." 

But money aside, Williams' voucher sup- 
port doesn’t seem to be helping him with 
voters. An April 14 Susquehanna Polling 
and Research survey found Williams claim- 
ing just 4 percent of file vote, compared 
to 32 percent for front-runner Onorato. 
(importantly, though, 43 percent considered 
themselves undecided.) 

F&M's Madonna doesn't believe that race 
is Williams' biggest obstacle: “Obama car- 
ried the state by 10 points. I think voters 
would elect an African-American for gover- 
nor. That doesn't mean Pm saying race isn’t 
an issue at all, but racism is not Williams’ 
problem,” argues Madonna. “His problem is 
he should have been in tills race a year ago." 

But if this election doesn’t work out, 
Williams has a backup plan: He'll also be 
on the May 18 primary ballot for his State 
Senate seat 

(holly.otterbein@citypaper.net) 
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loose 

By Bruce Schimmel 



RAZOR-WIRE OASIS 

A PBS DOCUMENTARY recently culled Philly’s Las Parcelas a 
Garden of Eden. After a recent lunch of pigeon pea and banana 
dumpling soup prepared in its outdoor kitchen, Garden of Eatin’ 
seems an apt label, too. Under a broad fig tree, I slurp caramel flan 
as birds sing, wind chimes ring and a cock from a henhouse crows. 

It’s a little slice of heaven. Though as the bump-bump-bump of a 
pimped ride slides by, it seems more a heaven in hell’s despite. 

In Kensington’s Norris Square neighborhood. Las Parcelas is the 
dream of Iris Brown, a little lady from Puerto Rico with a wave of 
white hair. She hands me homemade crackers to sop up more soup. 

“We have no theater, no entertainment in this neighborhood,” 
says Brown with a lilt. “So we have two kitchens here. We cook 
and cook and share the food with anyone who passes." 

As she speaks, just outside the fence, a pit bull is pulling a trio 
of teenagers. Will they ever come in for a meal? 

In 1987, the 5-foot-3 mom said “no” to drug dealers who’d turned 
this lot, the size of a block, into an open-air bazaar. With some 20 
neighborhood women calling themselves Grupo Motivos, Brown 
tossed out the dealers, strung up barbed wire and locked the gate. 

At the time, nobody knew who owned this block. Over the 
years, no one’s come forward as the women planted gardens and 
put up fences in six more lots. Fringed with barbed wire, all are 
kept locked, except to trusted friends who know the code. 

The kitchen garden is die most beautiful and vulnerable. Lush 
with veggies and flowers, itfs ringed 

| a heaven 
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INNOCENT WITH M £: 
LL ABOUT YOUR CULT- 
4 DEVOTION TO THE TEACHINGS 
TOUR 6 — — 



by TOM TOMORROW 

X KNOW ABOUT YOUR PLAN 
TO HASTEN THE COLLAPSE OF 
CAPITALISM VIA THE "CLOWARD- 
PIVEN STRATEGY;' AS DETAILED || 




SO KNOW ABOUT THE SECRET 
PROGRESSIVE CONSPIRACY FOR 
’oRLD DOMINATION DATING BACK 
.} THE ADMINISTRATION OF 

WOODROW WILSON 



MORE IMPORTANTLY, X KNOW ABOUT 
YOUR PLAN TO PROD TEA PARTIER5 
INTO ACTS OF VIOLENCE— WHICH 
WILL BE ENTIRELY YOUR FAULT. 
WHEN THEY ' 



shack has a tiny bedroom filled wi 
antique toys, dolls and religious icons, evoking an idyllic life in 
rural 1940s Puerto Rico. 

For more than 20 years, the Grupo Motivos women have suc- 
cessfully kept the creeps on the other side ofthe wire. But it's tir- 
ing, she says. This week, Brown had to have a little talk with one 
neighborhood teen. He’d been stashing drags in Colobo, a Grupo 
Motivos park that’s reminiscent of an African village garden. 

At 63, Brown is now trying to bring in “young blood.” Sadly, 
she’s having little success. Her women's group has shrunk from 
20 to 10, and most are late middle-aged. 

“I want to share my passion for planting and cooking with 
young people,” says Brown. “But they don’t have a clue.” 

Ariel is Brown’s granddaughter, and at 17, she’s the youngest 
member of Grupo Motivos. But when I ask why her peers aren’t 

“Is it the drug dealers?” I ask. She laughs nervously. “They 
aren’t afraid, like they are of your grandmother?" More laughter, 
then a whispered “No, they’re not.” 

Still, her grandmom remains stalwart. To entice a younger gener- 
ation, she now has a children’s garden and clubhouse for eight pri- 
mary school kids that Ariel leads after school and over the summer. 

And Brown still hopes to open her little heaven to everyone. “I 
hate the barbed wire," die says. “It would be wonderful to be able 
to tuke itdown, so that everyone could enjoy, plant und respect 
the gardens. 

“And little by little," she says, “I am talcing the wire down." 

(bruce@schimmel.com) 
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LOSERS ALL AROUND 

DROP is probably, on balance, a loser, but on balance, so is your 
article (Cover Story, “The Billion Dollar Boondoggle.' Ralph Cipriano, 
April 22). The city doesn't lose the money that is paid to people who 
stay at work while their pension accumulates because if they left, 
someone would replace them at a similar salary. Indeed, if they 
leave early, we save their highersalary in exchange forthe lower 
salary paid by someone with less experience. The person you vilify 
the most Council PresidentAnna Verna, would, if she retired, most 
definitely be replaced by another council president earning the 
same salary. One way or another, a salary will be paid. 

And you only note in passing that everyone in DROP has their 
ultimate pension payment frozenat the level it'satwhenthey enter 
DROP. So four years of work credit Is canceled, along with tour 
years ot salary increases thatwould normally go into the pension 
calculation. These folks get DROP, buttheyalso get lower pensions 
for the rest of their lives. 

Yes. the value ofthe pension fund has gone down, but that's 
mainly due to the robber barons on Wall Street not DROP and 
thosegreedy city workers. Many of these workers may have saved 
a little only to see those savings get pillaged at the other end. So 
almost everyone has been screwed, including the taxpayers, but 



ACTUAL FEAR 

I am aTea Party sympathizer from the Philly suburbs. I grew up in 
San Francisco reading alternative weeklies, so I fully expected what I 
read to reflect the urban and liberal viewpoint on th e whole Tea Party 
movement (Soapboxer, “Liberty Herself," Jeffrey C. Bi liman, April 
1 5). However, I was very pleased toread your i nte lligent thoughts 
on what the Tea Party movement is all abouL You dispelled the 
caricatures in favor of an honest analysis and I appreciate thaL 
I would tel I you, though, that it isn't cultural change (o r President 
Obama's black heritage) I fear. What concerns me and prompted 
my involvement in politics is that both Republicansand Democratic 
spend way beyond our means. One other thought The Tea Party 
isn't really about creating a viable third party. From my perspec- 
tive, we want to pressure our elected representatives to rein in 
spending. Republicans at least nominally claim to represent this 
perspective, which is why I support them. 

Gordon Kushner 

CHAODS FORD 



♦ Send al letters to Feedback, City Paper. 123ChestnutSt,3rdFbor, 

Phita. PA 19 106; lax us a!2 1 5 -599-0634. oreeialedDnalGvlypaper ret 
Submissions may be edited for dartyandspaceandmustindude an address 
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AGRICULTURAL PHENOMENON 



Whor happens when idealisrs, entrepre- 
neurs and bureaucrats all larch onto the 
same trend? 



A few weeks ago, at a community meet- 
ing in North Philadelphia, I witnes- 
sed a scene that seemed somehow 
symbolic, prophetic, even . The meet- 
ing — an energized rally by the Eastern 
North Philadelphia Coalition, a group trying 
to acquire vacant land for a neighborhood- 
managed land trust — had just ended, and 
community members wore filing out. 

At the door was a young, bearded white 
guy, passing out seeds. 

‘Tree seeds!"he shouted jubilantly. 'Take 



them home, plant them, have better food. 

It seemed to embody in a single moment all 
the hope, passion — and, frankly, dubious- 
ness — of the urban agriculture movement 
that is sweeping Philadelphia . 

There’s nothing radical about the idea 
of raising edible crops in the city: It’s been 
done for ages. And Philadelphia, it cannot 
be denied, has plenty of land — including 
thousands of vacant lots. 

What is a little more dubious is the sheer 



distance between what urban agriculture's 
most idealistic proponents want it to mean 
to Philadelphia — a self-sufficient means 
of food production for the poor, a source of 
jobs, a cure for the ills of urban obesity and 
malnutrition — and its reality on the ground 
so far. 

Whether that distance can be breached 
may be put to the test soon. In recent years, 
urban agriculture has had the luxury of 
de fini ng itself in opposition: to a culture 
of cheap, pesticide-dependent produce; to 
a society increasingly isolated from and 
ignorant of the origin of its food; and to a 
city which has sometimes seen vegetable 
gardens on vacant lots as impeding develop- 
ment — rather than vice versa. 

But about a year ago, something surpris- 



ing happened:The city itselfbegan to get all 
. . . urban aggy, with various city agencies 
coming up with proposals to sponsor new 
inner-city farms. Urban agriculture, all of a 
sudden, is in. The problem, quickly becom- 
ing apparent, is that no one quite agrees on 
what, exactly, it’s supposed to be. 

■ IF THE IDEAofPhiladelphia— half-blight- 
ed, post-industrial, faded-glory Philly — as 
an urban gardening mecca seems wildly 
optimistic, it’s worth notingthat, not long 
ago, it was already well on its way. The 
1970s marked a heyday of Philadelphia 
urban fanning. As industrial jobs left and 
vacant lots sprang up around the city, 
urban gardens took off — tilled largely 
by Southern-born black and immigrant 





communities, many of whom had grown up 
raising vegetables. They had support , too, 
The Philadelphia Horticultural Society’s 
“Philadelphia Green" program helped pro- 
spective farmers get access to land. Penn 
State’s newly formed Urban Gardening 
program made Philadelphia a centerpiece 
of a six-city pilot program later adopted 
and funded by the USDA. 

These gardens, according to research by 
University ofPennsylvania planning profes- 
sor DomenicVitiello, thrived into the 1990s. 
In 1994, he notes in a 2008 report, Penn 
State’s program knew of 501 area gardens 
maintained by an estimated 2,800 families 
that produced nearly $2 million worth of 
fruits and vegetables. 

But within the span of 10 years, many 
vanished. In 1996, the USDA cut funding 
for urban gardening. Penn State and the 
Horticultural Society began to redirect 
their efforts away from urban agriculture. 
Gardeners themselves got older or passed 
away. And— good news to many- -property 



values began to rise. Some gardens were 
replaced with development; others, accord- 
ing to Vitiello’s research team, were quietly 
shut down by city officials. 

Many are still alive and kicking — and 
the nonprofit Neighborhood Gardens Asso- 

tion of these places by placing them in its 
land trust. 

“At this point we have 30 gardens,” says 
executive director Terry Mush ovic, "and alxiut 
96 percent of that is food production.” 

Some of the biggest and most active 

grants from Southeast Asia and Latin Am- 
erica: "They are growing massively,” she 
says. “It’s no hobby.” 

But there's no question such gardens have 
declined overall. Of the 600-odd former pro- 
gram-supported garden sites surveyed by 
Vitiello’s team, 255 were inactive, and more 
than half of those are now vacant lots. 

To Vitiello and many others, the story’s 
moral is clear: With support from Philadel- 
phia institutions, and from the city itself, 
urban agriculture in Philadelphia can thrive 
again — it just needs a hand up, and maybe 

And ifVitiello has become the academic 
voice of that argument in Philadelphia, a 
new wave of urban ag enthusiasts — mostly 
young, white and educated — have become 
its arms and legs, lobbying the city to hand 
over what they see as the missing piece of 
the puzzle: “The biggest road block people 



like us have is access to land,” says Matt 
McFarland, who owns a burgeoning half- 
acre urban farm with his wife, Amanda, in 
Germantown. “It’s not really viable for us to 
be buying land in competition with regular 
development." 

■ UNTIL RECENTLY. THE city hadn’t shown 
much interest in handing over land for 
gardening. But the aggies are dangling a 
new carrot before the city. They want to 
make urban agriculture a business; they 
want to make money doing this. 



It seems to be this new orientation that 
finally caught the city’s interest. Giving 
away developable land for private garden- 
ing is one tiling, but supporting“green busi- 
ness,” maybe even creating “green jobs"? 
Hello, Zeitgeist! 

Tlie city Redevelopment Authority (RDA) 
was the first agency to reach for the torch, 
announcing last year it would be issuing 
a Request for Proposal to do commercial 

parcel it held. A few months later. Mayor 
Michael Nutter announced his ambitious 
Greenworks Philadelphia plan that was 
supposed to make Philadelphia “the green- 
est city in America." Among its many goals: 
establishing 12 new urban farms and 15 
new farmers markets by 2015. 

But not long after the RDA’s request for 
proposals was issued, it was withdrawn, 
and the RDA backed off abruptly. 

Terry Gillen, RDA's executive director, 
characterizes the misstep as a simple need 
for more time, more planning, more research : 
“What we found is it was way more compli- 
cated than we thought "says Gillen “We real- 
ized there was a lot we didn't know, and we 
wanted to go back to the drawing board.” 

But urban aggers counter that the RDA 
was dippingits toes where it feared to swim, 
blaming an institutional nervousness when 
it comes to giving up control of any land. 

“IGillenl really wanted to develop an 
interim land-usage program — and it’s 
an open debate as to whether you can build 



something and operate something in the 
three- to five-year period the RDA wanted 
to lease the land for” points out Mary Seton 
Corboy, co-founder of Greensgrow Farm, 
which was itselfbuilt 13 years ago on RDA- 
leased land, and represents one of the only 
economically successful urban “farms” in 
the city. 

“Gillen saw it as a way the RDA could 
get land offits hands but still manage long- 
term control over it,” Corboy explains. “Other 
people said, that’s ridiculous, you need to 
give someone a minimum of 10 years." 



Tlie next city agency to give urban agri- 
culture a shot is the Department of Parks 
and Recreation, which has unveiled a plan 
to lease out park land in the Manatawna 
Farms area — much easier to farm than 
vacant lots and brownfields — for for-profit 
commercial farming. Tlie department has 
issued a Request for Information, to be fol- 
lowed by a Request for Proposal, to lease 
out 10 half-acre plots to willing farmers at 

“What we’re hoping to demonstrate is you 
don’t need large parcels ofland, that this is a 

Stewardship and Education director Joan 
Blaustein.Thisidea lias met with a wanner 
reception from urban ag gurus. 

“Farming is generally a business and it 
hastobetreated like a business,” says Green- 
sgrow’s Corboy, “and when you don’t treat 
it ns a business, it fails." 

Roxanne Christensen, co-founder of Som- 
erton Tanks Farm, a now-finished demon- 
stration project which also used public land 
to create a for-profit urban farm, agrees. 
She says the distinction between profitable 
and nonprofit fanning is everything: “It’s 
a distinction I harp on, and that I think is 
important,” says Christensen. “It’s the only 
way urban agriculture is going to be estab- 
lished on any scale.” 

But the profitable end of urban gardening 
has so far catered largely to the recent, and 
decidedly upper-end, market for higher- 
priced local food — which puts a few holes 
in the sails ofthose who tout it as a solution 
to tlie needs of poor city residents. 

The nonprofit Mill Creek Farm, for exam- 
ple, serves a largely educational function 
for low-income neighbors, according to 
co-director Jade Walker (although they 
do donate to the local food bank). She sees 
the city’s best role as preserving existing 
community farms, rather than actively 

“I’d like to say it’s not a separate issue,” 
admits Christensen, referring to the lofty 
goals of inner-city low-income food access 
and nutrition, “but how urban agriculture 
can address that, when farmers have to 
make a living, I don’t know. I think we’ll 
see how — maybe that sounds like a cop-out, 
but I really think so. 

“See if there’s any interest in people be- 
coming farmers in those now-income] areas,” 
she adds. 'They'll figure out how to serve 
their markets." 

(isaiah.thompsonGfcity paper, net) 



IN 1994, 501 AREA GAR- 
DENS YIELDED NEARLY 
$2 MILLION IN PRODUCE. 



DY DREND, 



SKWI RE 



.U STRATI ON DY ALYSSA GRENI 



DEFUSING A STINK BOMB 



1 Howone veryfoul-smelling bug could 
j ruin your garden rhis year. 



° ■ ’ve lived in the Kingsessingneighbor- 

I hood of Southwest Philly for more than 
, a decade Overthepast fouryeais, Fve 
I been steadily building my backyard 
garden, beginning with afew in-ground plots 
and progressing to the series of raised beds 
I have now. Every year I learn more, espe- 
cially when I make a mistake. I mean, who 
coulda predicted that without a trellis, my 
spaghetti squash would take over most of 
the yard, climbing all over the deck and com- 
pletely enveloping the fence that separates 
my neighbor's yard from mine? 

Most of my amateur errors didn’t have seri- 
ous ramifications — myneighbor enjoyed all 
the squash that grew on her side of tile fence. 
But last year 1 learned a big lesson about 
the brown marm orated stink bug, a nasty 
little pest that invaded Pennsylvania just 
over a decade ago, and whose numbers have 
been growing (and eatinglexponentially 
ever since. They hit Philly in force in 2009 
and ate about a third of my crops. It took 
me six months of searching on the Internet 
and calling the agriculture extensions of 
local universities to determine what the bug 
even was. What I learned wasn't pretty : This 
E pest isravenous. Whatsworsc, there are no 

a spedficnaturalorchemicalpesticidesthat 

; willdoitin.andyoucan'trelyonnatural 

> predators to control them, either. 

5 Like most bugs, the brown marmorated 

= (that's entomologist speak for “marbled") 

stink bug, or BMSB.goes through a number 
” ofstages before it becomes an adult. These 

first, the little bastard looks an awful lot like 
_ a lady bug. Which explains why I was caught 

2 completely offguard by the holocaust that 

hit my veggies. Td happily let the red-and- 
jj blade baby bugs dustering on my broccoli 

o. and Brussels sprouts alone, figuring they 

? were warding off beetles and aphids. The 

< truth was much more insidiousilhoso little 

J invaders were sucking die crops dry, 1 ea vi ng 

g a swath of destruction in their wake that 

5 would make William Tbcumseh Sherman 



blush. When they turned on my cabbages, 
it was too late: I had an infestation. 

I found a photo ofthe bug on the Internet 
and posteditan my Facebook. The response 
was immediate:“I HAVE THOSE!” a friend 
in Fishtown wrote. THEY KILL EVERY- 
THING, WHAT CAN I DO?” 

The unfortunate answer not much. I got 
in touch with George Hamilton from the 
Department of Entomology at Rutgers 
University's Agriculture Extension, which 
has done a lot of research on the stink bug 
(fun fact They prt their name because when 
you smoosh ’em, they stink like rotten cheese 
or burning rubber). According to Hamilton, 
the BMSBs first appeared in Allentown in 
1996,oneof many unintended consequences 
of globalization. They hitched a ride from 
China and began reproducing in local farms 
almost immediately.They lay their eggs from 
June through Sep tern ber on a weekly basis , 
and the babies hatch just a few days later. 

“Depending on where you are, theirpopu- 
lat ionshave slowly built to large levels,”says 
Hamilton. “They’re a huge problem in New 
Jersey Pennsylvania, parts ofDelaware and 
Maryland and even West Virginia. They’ll 
feed on tomatoes, peppers, peaches, pears, 
apples, dependingon time ofy ear. Stink bugs 
also eat butterfly bush and asparagus.” 

Perhaps the main reason the bugs are 
difficult to get rid of is that they left then- 
natural predators bade in Asa. And while 
there are some critters native to the Uni ted 
States that eat the brown marmorated 
stinker — including predatory stink bugs, 
assassin bugs and two types of egg parasites 
— most of them eat a wide variety of insects, 
so they’re not all that useful as a control. 

Where the BMSB is concerned, there’s 
no defense Kkea good offense. Rutgers lists 
several insecticides that may be effective 
against Mr. Stinky, but Hamilton warns, 
“You have to be cautious about the crops 
you want to treat. "Rutgers provides a pared 
down list of products, butadvisesyou read 
the labels. Furthermore, many are meant 



fbrindoor use. When I ask about pyrethrins, 
natural insecticides produced by certain 
spedesof chrysanthemum, Hamilton tells 
me that fee research hasn’t been completed. 
“You could plant daisies, which produce 
pyre thrum, but fee bugs would have to feed 
on it,” he says, and hejust doesn’t know if 
they do. “We haven’t tested natural pyre- 
thrum, but the pesticides we list are based 
on that substance, so it would make sense 
that natural pyrethrum might have an 
effect on them." Hormone traps, like those 
used to control Japanese beetles, don’t exist 



is the stink bug isn't attracted to those traps 
as instars, but only as adults. 

“You might try spraying your crops with 
neem oil,” suggests Hamilton ofthe concen- 
trated oil from a species ofevergreen native to 
India that is known to kill a number of pests 
by preventing them from feeding and breed- 
ing. Hamilton adds feat your best bet is prob- 
ably hittingyour crops wit h a stiff spray from 
fee hose to knock off the bugs. I’ve used this 
method, and find it works fairly well, albeit 



temporarily (the bugs, they always come 
back). Fve also experimented wife making 
my own natural pesticide from Dawn dish- 
washing detergent, a little white vinegar and 
water, rejoicing as the bugs rolled over and 
died within a few seconds of spraying them. 
You can find a number ofrecipes online, but if 
you make it too strong, you! 1 kill your plants 
worse than the stink bugs will. 

I wish I could tel 1 you there was some kind 
of panacea to help rid your raised beds of 
brown stink bugs. But fee most you can do i s 
keepyoureyesopen for signs of an invasion, 



them if you can. Kill fee bugs on sight. Get 
row covers. WHYY’s Mike McGrath (see p, 
18) has a list of strategies, and I highly rec- 
ommend his archives at gardensalive.com. 
Like so many invasive agricultural pests, the 
brown marmorated stink bugisntgoing any- 
where soon. If last year is any hint of what’s 
to come this summer, arm yourself Now. 




"THEY KILL EVERYTHING! 
WHAT CAN I DO?" 



fbrthestinkbugsyet.“Onespecificproblem and act quickly to limit fee damage. Learn 
what the egg clusters look like, and remove 
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TICKETS AVAILABLE ATTHEBORGATA.COM 
OR CALL 1 ,866.900.4TIX(4849). 
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER ©BORGATAAC 
FOR UP-TO-THE-MINUTE INFO. 



Welcome 
to Your New 
Nightmare. 



‘NIGHTMARE 

on ELM STREET 



SATURDAY JULY 3 



A l’Ecole 
Fran^aise 

French for today's world 

Next Semester 

Starting the week of May 17th 
(Memorial Day week oft) 

All levels, ages, & topics 
Business, Literature, Culture. Travel 
Translation/ Interpretation services 
133 Heather Rd. Suite 201 
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 
alecolefi-ancaise.com 
Tel 610.660.9645 



ON SALE THIS 
SATURDAY AT 10AM 



TOIMY STARK IS BACK 

cltypapen 

invites you to enter for a chance to 
win tickets to an advance screening. 
Log on to www.gofobo.com/RSVP and enter 
RSVP code CITYA09A to download two 
"admit-one” tickets, wime supplies wst. 
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WORMS OF ENDEARMENT 



; I sought atonement the only way I knew 

5 and built for them a kingdom. 

- There are two ways to start a worm bin. 

< One is to research the process, buy a starter 

g population of the right kind of worms — 

« Eiseriia foetida , or "red wigglers,” especially 

> suited to eating food waste — and carefully 

0 construct a worm-friendly habitat. 

| The other way is to do what I did: Ignore all 

1 information, stick a random bunch of worms 

° in a plasticTupperware tub, add some coffee 



Eisenia foetida, an online species identifica- 
tion guide confirmed — red wigglers. 

Nature itself had selected the right worm 
for my bin: If that isn't a sign of forgiveness, 
what is? 

The joy of raising worms is not.I would ar- 
gue, the mere utility ofhaving dinner scraps 
converted to free plant fertilizer. No: It’s the 
joy of discovery, of scientific exploration , 

The worm is a mysterious beast, its ways 
endlessly puzzling, unfathomable. They 



— of their cocoons. 

But these are rubber dinghies of knowl- 
edge in the greatsea ofthe unknown: When I 
feed my worms coffee, do they get jittery? Did 
that nightcrawler die of natural causes? 

Mysteries, all. 

The worm bin, in short, is Mars: Mys- 
terious fungi grow beneath pale plants 
that sprout in the dark; tiny, ghostly white 
mites feast on the dead. A molding glob of 
Chinese turnip pudding tinned fetid in two 



to kill them all — again.” 

For days, it kept up — the stench wors- 
ening and the heat rising, until the plastic 
walls were warm to the touch from outside. 
But, slowly, the bin began to cool. The smell 
subsided. A few days ago, I popped the lid 
to check: The blond grains had turned to 
rich black clumps, and the bin was as full 
of worms as I’d ever seen it. They seemed 
— for worms, of course — happy. 

(isaiah.thompson@citypaper.net) 




^/ENT OUTSIDE, DUG UP SOME WOI 
'ID BUILT FOR THEM A KINGDOM. 



In which our writer atones for his crimes against invertebrates. 



S teel your heart, gentle reader: While 
full of joy, this story begins in tragedy 
It all began last spring, when I 
decided I wanted to have a “gar- 
den ” I had no land, no yard, no community 
garden plot, no fire escape — not even a 
window ledge. But I had an office, with a 
window. And outside the window was a 
roof. And so I planted a haphazard rooftop 
“garden" a series of plastic buckets and 
discarded Gatorade bottles filled with pot- 
ting soil and housing a half-dozen tomato 
plants which teetered constantly on the 
brink of death. 

The tomatoes deserved compost, I thought, 
and the compost deserved worms to eat 
it. So I showed up at a friend’s one balmy 
Sunday, grabbed a shovel, and began stuff- 
ing into a giant sack shovelfuls of wormy 
muck from a year-old pile of rotting food in 
his backyard. 

Getting it all back to the “garden” by 
bicycle — some 50 or 60 pounds, at least 
— was another matter entirely. The heavy 
sack teetered on my rear rack, and in order 
to make the5-mileride without losing it, I 
had to strap it down as tightly as possible. I 
recall, as I winched it down , seeing a single 
worm wriggle its way through a tiny rip 
in the bag, escaping to the ground. "Your 
loss," I told it. 

An hour later I had unpacked the bag and 
dumped its contents into a plastic tub. The 
worms were dead: all of them. They had been 
crushed, it seems compacted to death on 



grounds, and see what happens. 

What happened, in my case, was slightly 
amazing: The worms homogenized. No 
sooner did I transfer my little colony to a 
larger bin than the fast-moving nightcrawler 
Td seen hanging around vanished. The fat, 
grayish worms were gone, too. Instead, a 
single species ofhad taken over — thin and 
pinkish, with a band of yellow at one end: 



like, for instance, to congregate — you can 
find them by listening to variations in the 
soft crunch they make below the surface. 

In 2004, Indian researchers reported not 
a single instance of mortality in 15 weeks 
among worms living in pure cow, buffalo, 
horse, donkey, sheep, goat and camel dung. 
Spanish scientists found out worms can 
regulate the size — yet not the quantity 




A Smart Way to Spend 
your Summer! 




SESSION I: May 24 - 

SESSION II: June 28- 

POST SESSION: August 2. 



•June 26 
•July 31 
!- August 19 




NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER 



JOIN the 

CONVERSATION 



Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

FREE! 



Join constitutional scholars Joyce Lee 
Malcolm and David Strauss, and 
veteran Supreme Court correspondent 
Lyle Denniston, fora conversation 
about one of the most important and 
controversial cases before the Supreme 
Court this term: McDonald v. Chicago. 



Rethinking the Second Amendment: 
The Chicago Gun Case and the 
Future of Gun Rights 




West Chester University offers over 300 summer 
courses in a wide range of academic programs. With 
WCU's flexible summer sessions you can earn credits 
and still have time to enjoy your summer! 



Please call 215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org. 
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Fringe Wilmington Festival 2010 
is seeking adventurous artists 
to push the boundaries of 

Performance, Visual Arts & Rim. 



A five-day celebration of 
unconventional & experimental art. 
September 29 - October 3. 2010 

^■Wilmington, Delaware 



For more information or to apply, visit www.FringeWilmingtonDE.com 

Deadline for submissions: June 1, 2010 



Wilmington 
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GROW YOUR OWN WAY 



Dirty talk and 
seedy advice 
from radio 
gardening guru 
Mike McGrath. 

“ W ff ou people in Philly are the lucki- 
WJ est people in the wo rid, "explodes 
||| Mike McGrath, the gregarious 
LI hostofWHYY-FM’sgreen-thumb- 
ed weekend staple "You Bet Your Garden" 
( Saturdaysat 11 am. on 90.9FM). McGrath, 
aTorresdale native/Temple alum/former 
entertainment editor of this paper’s spiri- 
tual forbear The Drummer , says the city’s 
a veritable urban gardening hotbed. With 
its preponderance of community gardens, 
Philly is "like Starbucks, you’ve got one on 
every comer. Even if half of them close, you 
still got one on every corner." After a lively 
game of phone tag, we caught up with the 
Zionsvil le - based McGrath and asked him 
for some tips for newbie gardeners. 

City Paper Whot would you soy to some- 
one who didn't reolize until, like, todoy 
thot they wonted to give this gardening 
thing a go? 

Mike McGrath: 'Ihey’regood.Tbtallygood. 
May 15is like the typical date that cowards 
put out their tomatoes and peppers and 
stuff. The first year I actually insist that 
everyone buy everything already started at 
a garde n center, ’cause you should get used 
to killing big pi ants outdoors before you try 
to kill little tiny ones in your house. 

I am having that experience. 

Different skills, they are totally different 
skills . Seed starting and outdoor gardening 
have nothing in common. 

What's the difference? 

Outdoor gardening you have the sun 
helping you, you have the rain helping 
you, your soil’s pitiful but the roots can go 
where they want if drey want to try to save 
themselves. Indoors the poor plants are in 
some impossibly rude structure with lousy 
dirt and us, who aren’t giving them enough 



light, who’re giving them too much water, 
and, you know, the Red Cross comes and 
bangs on first-time seed starters’ doors, 
they bring blankets and chocolate and a 
number of lawyers for die plants. It’s piti- 
ful. Outdoors the plants have a chance 
to fend for themselves, especially if you 
neglect them outdoors. Plants like that. 
Talk to me about soil. What do you need? 

Three things you need to grow a great 
garden: compost, compost and compost. 
Compost made from shredded fell leaves 

that no longer looks like the leaves and looks 
like rich blade soil grew essentially every 
plant on the Earth, and it’s all your plants 
need. And 2 inches on top ofthe soil will feed 



anything. You get the entire season. You 
can probably go on May 1 if you have good- 
quality plants and the Weather Channel 
says go ahead, and you feel lucky. 

What should rookies be looking for in starter 
plants? 

Look for short and stocky, the opposite 
of people. Tall and lanky looks good on a 
human — it’s bad on a plant. It means it 
was starved for light. 

Thor's what's called leggy, right? 

Correct. Which is certainly what you 
look for in a good-looking woman — that s 
a good thing. You look at a plant, it’s leggy 
— 100 percent bad thing. 

let’s say you started your seeds in pear pots 




your plans, prevent weeds, keep moisture 
in the soil. It’s just as good as that tragic 
“triple premium" shredded bark that’s actu- 
ally chipped-up pallets from China, spray- 
painted some god-awful color. 

So May 1 S is the date? 

That’s kinda D-Day It’s like the last aver- 
age frost date, for a region that includes 
Philly, but in truth Philly is a hot spot in 
more ways than one because of all the 
impervious surfaces, the big stone build- 
ings, all the paved streets, it retains an 
enormous amountof heat in the summer 
... but that means you guys can also plant 
earlier if you want. I say May 15 because 
you can planton May 15 and you won’tlose 



Did they get any artificial light? 

They got no artifidal light. They got put 

Howpitiful were they when tou put tliein 
out? Kinda hoping a neighborhood vermin 
would come and chew them down and it 
wouldn’t be your fault? I’d say there’s only 
one direction they could’ve gone.it sounds 
like. Do they look any better? 

No. 

[Laughs loudly for a tong time.] This is 
why gardening is fun. You go to a party 
with your socialist, liberal, gun-confiscat- 
ing, tax-and-spend friends. And you start 
talking about how you grew these plants 
perfect ly und you're getting these delicious 
tomatoes. People start walking away from 
you. It’s disgusting. It’s like bragjing about 
your children. You tell them about these 
Olympic failures where you killed these 
plants at every level possible. You were 
like the Eagles. You found new ways to 
lose at every turn. And it's a great stoiy ! 
And you will have learned more from the 
year of the Eagles than you would learn 
if the 2008 Phillies were your first year 
of gardening. 

<bhoward@citypaper.net) 



* Mike McGrath will give a free talk on growing 
tomatoes Wed., May 5. 7-9p.m..at William Penn 
Charter School, 3000 W School House Lane. 2IS- 
844’ 3460, pemichurter.com. Htr more advice from 
McGralh.owitwhyy.org/garden.Threadan xtt dd 
version of thin interview, including McGrath’s merci • 
less dressingdownoftheauthor for his pathetiegan 
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The best gift you’ll ever give will go 
to someone you don’t even know! 

Make someone's dream come true. 

Become an egg donor. 

Who can be a donor? 

Women betw een the ages of 21-32 
Non-smoking | Healthy 

Main line Fertility & Reproductive V 

■ William H. Pfeffer, M.D. 

■ Michael J. Glassner, M.D. 

■ John J. Orris, D.O., M.B.A. 



NEW DECADE 
NEW PRICING 

SAME QUALITY 



000 

your eggs 



Egg donors are seen at the Bryn Mawr office located 12 miles from 
Center City and easily accessible via SEPTA. 









equM-^ 



[ dance tribute ] 

= LIFE OF BRIAN 

► ARTISTS OFTEN HAVE to wait till they’re 
old and frail — or 6 feet under — before 
being honored for their body of work. Equal- 
ity Forum’s executive director, Malcolm 
Lazin, would rather give working artists 
the praise they deserve while they’re at 
their best. Hence the Forum’s tribute to 
43-year-old dancer/choreographer Brian 
Sanders, whose finely honed body — and 
body of work — is still quite intact. 

“We feel Brian is a national treasure,” 
says Lazin of the dancemaker who contin- 
ues to craft inventive pieces that are equal 
parts edgy and accessible. “He is one of the 
premier American choreographers. What 
we admire most about him is that he is 
ready and able to stretch the envelope. As 
many times as you see his work, his next 
work is always unexpected.” 

When it comes to his craft, the choreog- 
rapher is nothing if not serious. For this 
tribute, Sanders spent time working with 
students from the University of the Arts, 
where he's an assistant professor. The 
tribute’s program also features works by 
other UArts instructors, including Roni 
Koresh, Christine Cox and Zane Booker. 

So is Sanders excited by all the attention 
and the honor? “I’m a choreographer at 
heart, and that's what I think about," he 
responds. “If here’s any glamour behind it, 
well, I'm just here sweating it out.” 




+ Brian Sanders Dance Tribute. Fri., April 30, 7 
p.m.. $5 $100. Mcrriam Theater. ISO S. Broad St.. 
215-732-3378, equalityforum.com. 



[ the movement Is us ] 

S YOU’VE COME A 
LONG WAY, BABY 

The gay rights movement, from the 
Mattachine Society to now. 

By Jeffrey C. Billman 

I t’s sometimes easy to forget, amid what seem the hercule- 
an battles of today waged on the chaotic clusterfuck of 24- 
hour cable news networks, how far, and how quickly, the 
gay civil rights movement lias come. It was just 60 years ago, 
in the aftermath ofWorld War II, that the first American gay 
rights organization — or rather, the first one that mattered 
— - formed. And even then, the Mattachine Society began the 
slow, dogged push for equality largely in the shadows. 

The era of out-and-proud queers was a ways off. 

Those were turbulent days for sexual minorities: Gays 
were so hated that even the ACLU wouldn't rally to then- 
cause. The Communist Party, Enemy No. 1 at the height of 
the Red Scare, did not want to be sullied by having homo- 
sexuals in their midst. A Truman administration document 
asserted that gays posed a greater risk to national security 
than the reds. Gays were (until 1980, in fact) denied jobs in 
the federal government; state licensing boards commonly 
held similar strictures: According to one estimate, gays 
and lesbians throughout the Cold War were legally barred 
from at least 20 percent of the nation’s jobs. The news 
media — whose job it is to "comfort the afflicted” — piled 
on, glibly reporting the names of men rounded up in police 
raids on gay bars. 

In those days, the words “gay marriage” weren’t on 
anyone's lips. Civil unions? Unheard of. Anti-employment 
discrimination laws? Gay clergy? Open military service? 
Out gay politicians (or, perhaps, allegations that a politician 
faked his gayness to gain votes)? Pipe dreams, all. Mem- 
bers of the Mattachine Society and other such pioneers 
fought laws that made their very being illegal. They fought 



entrenched hatred and scorn at the risk of their livelihoods, 
and in a very real sense, their lives. 

This was all before the Stonewall riots. This was before 
Harvey Milk. This was before the movement crystallized 
around the AIDS epidemic; before the American Psychiatric 
Association decided that homosexuality was no longer a 
pathological condition in 1973; before Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell; 
before Will & Grace and the mainstreaming of gay culture; 
before the U.S. Supreme Court struck down sodomy laws 
in 2003; before Massachusetts and (briefly) San Francisco 
began issuing gay marriage licenses in 2004. 

As gays and lesbians and their supporters descend on 
this city for this week’s Equality Forum, we would do well to 
keep men like Harry Hay, Bob Hull, Rudi Gcrnreich, Chuck 
Rowland and Dale Jennings — the Mattachine founders 
— in mind. But obviously, their work is not done: Although 
gays and lesbians have undeniably made incredible strides, 
the fight for true equality persists. Gays have access to full 
marriage equality in only six states and Washington, D.C. 
They cannot serve openly in the military (a fact that has led 
Lt. Daniel Choi, a discharged gay vet, to chain himself twice 
to the White House fence in recent weeks in protest). In 
much of Pennsylvania, they can legally be denied housing 
and employment based solely on their sexual orientation. 

For all their gains, gays and lesbians remain, by any 
objective measure, second-class citizens. And that’s the 
point of this year 1 s Equality Forum: to not only honor those, 
like Choi, and like Ted Olson and David Boies — the spar- 
ring attorneys in the Bush v. Gore election dispute who 
collaboratively challenged California's anti-gay marriage 
Proposition 8 — who have taken up the Mattachine banner 
(Olson and Boies will be awarded the Forum’s International 
Role Model Award at the May 1 International Equality 
Dinner at the N atiunal Constitution Center, which Choi 
will also attend), but to remember that every cause worth 
fighting for needs a new generation of heroes, and the 
movement for gay civil rights will be no different. 

( 'Jeffrey . billman@citypaper net) 

♦ Chech out our picks for the Equality Forum 's panel discussions 
at citypaper. net /clog. 




[ celebrate ] 

= OUTINGS 

CP’s list of can't-miss parties/brunches/ 
exhibits to hit up at this year's Equality 
Forum. By Josh Middleton 

11th Annual Girl Fever Sat., May 1, 8:30p.m., $10 ► 
Arrive prepared to shake your lady parts to the beats of DJ 
Steve Singer and last year's Battle of the D Js winner DJ 
Kash. Sisters General Manager Denise Cohen says after 1 1 
years, this les-tastic soiree is one of die top fundraisers for 
the Equality Forum. If you have what it takes to be Philly’s 
reigning famous dyke, bringyour game to the first-ever 
Celesbian contest. Cohen says a $1 ,000 prize package will 
go to the woman able to rally the largest display of crowd 
approval through talent or flat-out sex appeal. Sisters, 1320 
Chancellor St. .215-7354)735, sistersnightclub.com. 

SundayOUT! Drag Brunch Sun., May 2, 9 a. m. -3p.m. 

► Honey, you haven’t been served brunch till it’s brought 
to you on a platterby a dragqueen. Darting’s General 
Manager Dan Contarino solicited two handfuls of she-men 
to serve, host and whip out a ditty or two. And because we 
all know we can’t depend on a diva to wait on us hand and 
foot, Contarino says a slew of hot-bodied men-men will be in 
attendance to make sure everythingruns smooth and deK- 
cious-like. A temporary liquor license has been garnered to 
supplement the regular brunch tore menu, so drink up and 
tip generously unless you want one of those bitches to mix 
alittle ’tude into your hue vos rancheros. Darling's, 1033 N. 
Second St., 267-239-5775, dariingsdiner.com. 

SundayOUT! @ the Piazza Sun., May 2, noon -7 pm., 
$5-$l 0 *■ After a full week of festivities, Equality Forum 
climaxes with a SundayOUT bash that Executive Director 
Malcolm Lazin calls the largest in Philadelphia pride his- 
tory. This year they're housing the party in a grander venue 
than Independence Mall. Hie Piazza allows room for two 
street festivals and enough merriment to rival Wigstock. 
The street fairs will be packed with more than 100 vendors. 
You can pickup a few gay films at the TLA booth, ogle the 
Velvet Lily's sex toys or rummage 111 rough a selection of 



local-made crafts provided by Rain bow Alternative. When 
you’re in the mood to get your grub on, promenade along the 
five blocks at Liberties Walk, where restau rants like A Full 
Plate Cafe, Home Slice Pizzeria and the Candy Shoppe will 
dish out specially priced treats all day long. Another first 
this year is the six houre of live entertainment scheduled 
on the main stage under the Piazza’s Jumbotron, Look out 
for a concert by Philadelphia Freedom Band, a perfor- 
mance by dance choreographer Zane Booker and a musi- 
cal number from Rent’s Anthony Rapp accompanied by 
the Philadelphia Gay Men's Chorus, The final hour of the 
evening will be dominated by clubby pop-tartlets Kristine 
Elejaz and Samantha Marq and Swedish idol Agnes. Lazin 
describes the last as a toned-down Lady Gaga, so be pre- 
pared to get your boogie on. The Pia zza and Liberties Walk, 
N. Second St. and Germantown Ave., atthepiazza.com, 

Same-Sex Commitment Ceremony Sun., May 2, 
2:30-2:45 p. m. , free ► SundayOUT isn’t all fun and games: 
Messages promoting gay empowerment will be sprinkled 
throughoutthe day. One of the most compelling of these 
messages is a commitment ceremony drawing attention to 
the 1,138 federal marital and protection benefits denied to 
same-sex couples. Nearly 100 gay twosomes have signed 
up to take part in (he event that will be officiated by three 
interfaith clergy representing a variety of spiritual back- 
grounds. Lazin says the couples participating have been 
together anywhere from a short period of time to more than 
40 years. “It's a statement to bring attention to the fact that 
by virtue of being prohibited from marrying," says Lazin, 
“we're denied what others take for granted.” The Piazza. 

Richard Renaldi: “Fall River Boys” Through May 30 
*■ Richard Renaldi wasn’t attracted to Fall River, Mass, 
because of the men who lived there. At first. The photogra- 
pherwould travel through the working-class town while 
on his way to vacation in Cape Cod, but stopped to check 
out the old industrial buildings. Soon he became fascinated 
with the idea of male coming-of-age in a town that “had seen 
its payday a long time ago," according to Renaldi. “I decided 
to go photograph them one day,” he says about his subject. 
“Itjust organically evolved into something much bigger and 
much deeper." Sol Mednick Gallery, 211 S. Broad St., 215- 
71 7-6300, uarts.edu. 

I Joshua . middleton<Seity paper.net) 




[ movie reviews ] 

= FAMILY AFFAIR 

► PREACHER’S SONS 

The Stewarts are exactly like any other 
American fami ly, unless you consider that 
they’ve defied every societal convention 
known to man. This insightful documen- 
tary chronicles the journey of the Rev. Greg 
Stewart and his husband, Stillman, as they 
cart their five black and Latino foster chil- 
dren from the West Coast to middle America 
and back again in search of a community 
that will embrace their colorful presence. 
Along the way, racial and homosexual preju- 
dice rear their busted heads to cast an iso- 
lated shadow overthe family, but their opti- 
mism coupled with hilarious footage oftheir 
hectic home life keep the film from being 
bogged down with too much gloom. Stay- 
at-home “mom" Stillman provides most of 
the film's comic relief through his attempts 
to turn everything into a joke. The camera 
follows him as he works to keep the kids in 
check with a listof chores and frequent time- 
out sessions. “Whoever invented Xanax," he 
jokes, “it was the best thing." But through 
all tile giggles, the message of equality 
rings loud and clear. Seeing developmental 
progress in these troubled children’s lives 
provides proofthatthe benefit of patience 
and stability can stem from a loving family, 
regardless of its sexual composition. — Josh 
Middleton (FrL, April 30, 7:30 pm., $5, Arts 
Bank, 601 S Broad St., uarts.edu.) 

► OUT IN THE SILENCE 

When Joe Wilson got married, he did 
the natural thing: He sent a wedding 
announcement to his hometown paper, 

The Derrick in Oil City, Pa. But Wilson was 
marryinghis partner. Dean Hamer, and the 
item on the man-to-man nuptials caused 
a torrent of letters decrying their union. 
Wilson received a letterfrom a mother 
saying that her openly gay son, CJ, was so 
harassed at school with no protection from 
teachers that he had to seek alternative 
forms of education. So Wilson and Hamer 
traveled from their home in D.C. to Oil City 
to explore homophobia and growing up out 
in a small town. Their main challenge is 
battling the bile spewed by the local branch 
of the American Family Association .headed 
up by the taciturn, toadish Diane Gramley. 
While the changes Wilson and co. effect are 
vague, CJ is a bizarrely charming subject 
and Wilson is a warm narrator who came 
out after he left Oil City and had not yet 
experienced its injustices. — Molly Eichel 
(Sat., May 1, 7:30p.m., $5, Arts Bank) 
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LEGALIZING MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA: 



about Pennsylvania and Delaware you ask? 
A bill introduced to the Delaware Senate in 
June 2009 would allow patients to possess up 
to 6 ounces and to cultivate up to 12 plants for 
medical use. In December 2009, testimony for 
and against an act providing for the medical 
use of marijuana was held in the Health and 
Hu manServices Committee of the Pennsylva- 
nia Huuse of Representatives. Butasofnow, 
it’s all still up in the ait 

To complicate matters, state laws a ren’l llie 
whole story. According to federal law, mari- 
juana is not medicine and in Gonzales v. Raich 
(2005), the United States Supreme Court held 
that the federal government has theauthority 
to prohibit marijuana for all purposes. That 
means federal lawenforcement officials may 
prosecute medical marijuana patients, even 
if they grow their own medicine and even if 
they reside ina state where medical marijuana 
is protected under state law. 

The Cons 

Marijuana is classified asaSchedule 1 drug by 
the 1970 Controlled Substances Act, mean- 
ing it is considered to have a “high potential 
for abuse,” “no currently accepted medical 
use," and “a lack ofacccpted safety." Italsojust 
happens to be the most commonly abused 
illicitdrugin the United States. Ina 2007 sur- 
vey, 14.4 million Americans aged 12 or older 
reported using marijuana at least onceln the 
month prior to being surveyed . 

According to DrugAbuse.gov, smoking 
marijuana can cause “distorted perceptions, 
impaired coordination, difficulty in think- 
ing and problem solving, and problems with 
learning and memory." 

In addition, marijuana smokecontains“5&- 



ARE WE CROSSING THE LINE? 



E verybody has a readily spoken 
opinion on medical marijuana, 
but now more thanever it seems 
like medical marijuana is one tiling 
mostofusagreeupoa InanABC 
News/Washington Post poll conducted in 
January of this year, 8 1 percent of America ns 
said that doctors should be allowed to pre- 
scribe marijuana for medical purposes to treat 
their patients. Iflhedays of"Reefer Madness" 
are behind us, can nationwide legalization of 
medical marijuana be fa i' behind? It depends 
on whom you ask. In the meantime, we’re 
going to take a look at the pros and cons and 



where the laws stand today. 

The Laws 

Starting with California in 1996 and, most 
recently. New Jersey in 2010, 14 states have 
legalized medical marijuana. Each state’s 
law variesin terms ofhow much an ID card 
costs, how much usable marijuana you can 
possess, how many plants you can possess for 
home cultivation, and whether or not the state 
accepts ID cards from other states. 

The New Jersey law allows for possession 
of up to 2 ounces of medical marij uana but 
does not allow for home cultivation. What 



70 percent more carcinogenic hydrocarbons 
than tobacco smoke." The British Lung Foun- 
dation reports that 3-4 marijuana cigarettes 
a day are as dangerous to the lungs as 20 or 
more tobacco cigarettes a day. 

Another argument from opponents is the 
“gateway" effect. Theargumentgoeslikethis: 
more access to marijuana among themcdically 
ill will lead to more access to marijuana among 
young people. Several reports indicate that 
the younger children are when they first use 
marijuana the more likely they will be to use 
cocaine and heroin as adults. 

One of the biggest arguments against medi- 
cal marijuana is that thcrearclessdangerous 
medicines offering the same reliefcurrenlly 
available on the ma rket 



The Pros 

Proponents, including prominent physicians 
like former US Surgeon General Jocdyn Elders 
argue that marijuana is a safe and effective 
treatment for pain, nausea, and vomiting 
associated with cancer chemo the rap)', AIDS, 
multiplesclerosis,migraines,glaucoma,and 
epilepsy. Because marijuana is smoked the 
effects are felt within minutes, which is ideal 
for treatment. 

To combat the “gateway" argument, pro- 
ponents poi nt out that in 8 out of 10 states 
that had legalized medical marijuana by 2006 
saw a decrea se i n teen use of marijuana from 
1999 to 2006. 

Arguments about lung disease and respir- 
atory problems can be countered by a UCLA 
study presented in May 2006 that found no 
association between marijuanaand lung cancer. 
It went so far as to suggest that marijuana may 
even have “some protective effect." 

What about the dangers? Between 1997 
and 200S, marijuana was involved in 279 
deaths whereas the total deaths from 17 FDA- 
approved drugs used to treat everything from 
muscle spasms to vomiting were 1 1 ,687. 

What’s next? 

While states across the nation debate the pros 
and cons of medical marijuana, California (who 
legalized medical marijuana in 1996) is once 
again blazing trails when it comes to marijuana 
legislation. ThisNovembenvolerswillhavea 
chance to weigh in on “The Regulate, Control 
and Tax Cannabis Act." Supporters plan on 
spending millions of dollars to convince Calif- 
ornians that legalizing marijuana will help bal- 
ance the budget and reduce violent crime. 

Other issues are coming to the forefront as 
medical marijuana gains afootholdacross the 
nation. One such issueis reconciling employer 
drug testing policies with state laws regard- 
ing medical marijuana. In March of 2010, a 
Michigan man with sinus cancer and all the legal 
documentation required to possess medical 
marijuana, was fired from Walmart for failing 
adrugtest. Health insurance is an othertopic of 
discussion Asof right now, medical marijuana 
is virtually uncovered by health insurance. 

There's even an iPhone app that can help 
people looking for medical cannabis collec- 
tives, cooperatives,doctors, clinics, attorneys, 
organizations.and other patient services in 
states that have passed medicalmarijuana 
laws. Stay tuned. 





HURT? 

INJURED? 

Without Medical Benefits? 

Case Closed? 

Already Operated? 

Still Not Healed? 



Lost Your Job? No Money? 
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Need Drugs? Why Wait? 

All our practitioners can bill your Workers Comp without 
any out-of-pocket expense. No Comp? We recommend lawyers 
with long history of defending the injured & their rights. 
Our lawyers can guide you through the intricate process while 
telling you the truth. 

Need Surgery? Corrective Surgery? 
No Money? No Workers Comp? 
Cost of Drugs causing financial Stress? 

We can supply medicines to patients who have pending cases 
with lawyer’s authorization. 

We work with ALL lawyers 
We can process Auto Injuries 

For Closed Cases, we recommend Pain Management Doctors 
located within a Physical Therapy Center. It ofFers a one-stop 
shop for most services. 

COME SEE US 

Lowest Prices in the City 
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...AND NEVER MISS AN 
IMPORTANT HEALTH UPDATE! 



Take 30 days and see how 
well Curves can work for you. 

Our 30-m(nute circuit works every major muscle group So you can 
burn up to soo calories every workout All with a trainer to teach 
and motivate 



30 days for just $30. 
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has built its foundations on sexually potentate eti- 
cism and animal grace. That brand of passionate 
gymnasticsis the callingcard of Israell-bom cho- 
reographer/arbsdc director Ronen Koresh, whose 
career is all about practicing what he preaches. 

Certainly there is an AlvinAiley airabouthis fluid 
but exacting movements and flirty, fast-tempo 
executtonAdd a bracing command of characteriza- 
tion and solid storytelling, and it makes sense that 
in 2008. KDC wound upatthe Suzanne Roberts 
Theatre as its resident dance company. 

“ The Suzanne Roberts has been a blessing as it’s 
givenusa permanenthomeand the opportunity to 
have regularseasonswe could plan ahead of time" 
says Koresh. “Audiences look forward to seei ng us 
because our presence is constant. " Having a home 
base has also made it easier to book guests like 
Itzik Galili. Robert Battle and Ohad Naharin. 

Artistic director of Israel's critically acclaimed 
Batsheva Dance Co.. Naharin will offer up his 
Passometzo for KDC to premiere this weekend. 
“His is a unique and uncompromising voice,” says 
Koresh of Naharin 's work. "He is without a doubt 
at the forefront of expression in dance, and so I 
wanted mycrew — and myself — to experience 
it first-hand. . . . Ohad and I both seemto be ona 
personal journey." 

Something else the choreographers have in 
common is music — both are known for their col- 
laboration on the scores of (her dances. Premiering 
his own new work along with Nahari n's, Koresh 
gave his score (co- composed by Greg Smith, Karl 
Mullen and Nic Kindal) plenty of direction. ■ I had 
specific requirements that I wanted in the full- 
evening-length composition, "says Koresh of his 
piece, Sense of Human. "In every new work that 
I set out to create, I try to reinvent myself, cre- 
ate new vocabulary and explore places I haven't 
explored before." 

— A.D. Amorosl 

+Apri 29-May 2 S20-S30. Suzanne Roberts Theatre, 
480 S Broad St., 2I5-98S-0420, koreshdance.org. 




| movies 

BYSTANDER EFFECT 

While Hollywood dominated the Golden Age. 
New York waited in the wings, By Shaun Brady 

E very film history book tells (he same story: American cinema 
was bom in Thomas Edison's workshop and thrived on the 
East Coast until D.W. Griffith packed up the industry and 
headed west to make The Birth of a Nation . For the next several 
decades, the New York film industry laid dormant until the post- 
WWII collapse of Hollywood's Golden Age, when a series of land- 
mark movies — from On the Waterfront to Mid night Cowboy, The 
Godfather to Annie Hall — suddenly heralded an Eastern renais- 
sance beginning in the late '60s. 

That story makes for a neat narrative — just right for Hollywood 
— but, according to film historian and Rutgers professor Richard 
Koszarski, the truth is, in true New York fashion, much more untidy. 
Koszarski calls the history of the NY film industry between the wars 
a "black hole,” and in his book Hollywood on the Hudson: Film and 
lileuision in New York from Griffith to Samoff, newly released in 
paperback, he reveals himself as its Stephen Hawking 
“The book finds the answer to where something like On the 
Waterfront or Midnight Cowboy comes from ," Koszarski says. There 
was an unbroken filmmaking tradition in the city, but it had gone 
off the radar because it tended toward things like documentary 
film, ethnic and minority filmmaking, short movies, television 
production. Let’s face it, if people ask for the 10 best movies, you’re 



faring to come up with 10 dramatic feature-length films. You’re not 
going to throw in a short or a great newsreel or a Laurel and Hardy 
two-re eler. And ifyour notion of cinema is feature-length dramatic 
movies, thatwas the partofthe industry that moved to Hollywood. 
There's nothing wrong with emphasizing that, but you’re going to 
have a gap in your understanding of what the American cinema has 
been about." 

In hisexhaustive history, Koszarski posits that decadesofcontin- 
uingproduction on the margins of mainstream filmmaking kept 
studio buildings and trained technicians afloat, maintaining an infra- 
structure thatwas primed to resume producing feature films when 
the "Dream Factory" era crumbled. In the meantime, die metropolis 
kept busy churning out educational 

The truth is 



much more 
untidy. 






and the 



occasional stab at independence 
— such as the four films made by 
screenwriters Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur, undermined by 
their preference for playing backgammon rather than directing 
their actors. 

Hollywood on the Hudson is the result of 30 years' worth of 
research and begun as an oral history project during Koszarski’s 
two-decade stint as head of collections and exhibitions at New York's 
Museum of the Moving Image. "I thought the story would draw a 
straight line connecting The Great Tra in Robbery with Spike Lee," he 
says. "I never got to those popular and accessible points because this 
black hole in the middle proved to be what was really important" 





I elegantly mounted, graciously self-important 



I kaleidoscope l 

► rock/pop 

They sound more like Luna than Simple 
Minds, but Iget this nagging nauseous 
nostalgia whenever I listen to Sweden's 
Shout Out Louds. (They play the Church 
on Monday, r5productions.com.) Just about 
everything on the recent Work ( Merge) 
woulda made a pretty montage in a John 
Hughes movie. The synths are vibrant, the vocals gentle, the lyr- 
ics poignant and heavy. Don't you forget about me. 

— Patrick Rapa 

► finale 

After a decade exhibiting gritty city photographs beneath the 
noise and hustle of the interstate, favorite daughter Zoe Strauss 
— Rsw fellow, Whitney Biennial participant , published author — is 
calling Sunday her last “Under 1-95” (1-4 p.m., Front and Mifflin 
streets,i-95-10.blogspot.com).The final show consists of 231 images 
spread out around two South Philly blocks, which will take serious 
perusers about an hour and a half to traverse. Photocopies of each 
deeply personal, raw shot ofPhilly residents and their environs are 
$5 a pop — a small price to pay for your own piece of the city. 



► memoir 

What's most striking about Paul Quest's articulate, no-bullshit 
memoir, One More Theory About Happiness (Ecco, May 4), is how 
long the poet spends tracing the immediate aftermath of a life- 
altering childhood accident, mapping out memories of a youth 
spent immobile. At 12, Guest fell off a bike and broke his neck; two- 
thirds into the slim volume, he’s just reached his college years, still 
navigating the unimaginable life of a quadriplegic. It’s peculiar 
and remarkable, painful and uplifting; the one disappointment 
is how rushed that last third feels in comparison. If only lengthy 
autobiographies were back in style. — Carolyn Huckabay 

► movies/web 

Every field of study has its mqjor introductory 
text. Just like all art history students own a 
Janson edition, all cinema studies students 
possess — and should worship at the altarof 
— a Bordwell. Film scholar David Bordwell 
has recently set his sights on the Internet, 
and his blog (davklbordwel.net) i s an 
excellent source for long-form film criticism, without the academic 
pretenses thatcan bore even the hardest-core cinephile to Sirk-sized 
tears. With abundant pictures and no need for a deep understanding 
offflm theory, Bordwell proves til at film criticism is not at death's 
door, just yet. — Molly Eichel 






THE SECRET IN THEIR EYES 

t C+ i WHEN NOT MAKING filmsin his native Argentina, Juan Jose Campanella main- 
tains a busy sideline helmingTV shows like House and Low and Older: Special Victims 
Unit. He combines those two worlds in The Secret in Their Eyes, which often feels like 
an overwrought L&O episode inflated to feature length with melodramatic flourishes 
and political pretensions. That it wonthisyear’s Oscar for Best Foreign Language film 
should come as no surprise; this is exactly the sort of elegantly mounted, graciously 
self-important thriller that the Academy loves. Sprawling over 25 years, the story 
centers on a 1974 rape and murderthat has weighed on the mind of criminal court 
investigator Ricardo Darin ( Benjamin Esposito) ever since. Deciding to tell the tale in 
novel form, he reconnects with an ex-boss and almost-lover (Sole dad Villamil), seem- 
ingly hoping to rekindle their never-consummated romance as he finally lays the case 
to rest. Darin's dissatisfaction comes not from an unsolved mystery, but from ju stice 
unserved. Having promised the victim’s husband that he would put the killer away, 
he is forced to watch as the psychopath is released due to political string-pulling and 
petty bureaucratic vengeance. Campanella employs the crime thriller to explore the 
ways in which one's obsessions can both fill and empty a life. But, peril aps too inured to 
the attention spans of viewers distracted by commercials, the director hammers those 
points repeatedly and relentlessly. Key lines — especially those about leadingTives 
full of nothing” — recur with the regularity of a song's chorus, and are emphasized like 
yellow highlighter, making an absurd climax nearly predictable. Feigningan air of 
sophisticated restraint, Campanella lunges at every opportunity forspectacle. Witness 
the acrobatics of the unbroken take that begins as an aerial view of a soccer stadium, 
swoops into a close-up, and then breaks into a hand-held chase scene, all without a sin- 
gle cut — its Notorious plus Touch of Evil, but serves little purpose otherthan calling 
attention to itself Even the secretive passions announced by the title are played with 
yearning stares about as repressed as close-ups in a telenovela. — Shaun Brady 




erity as "Boys Keep Swinging,” and “SomebodyS 
Calling Me” borrows the seasick throb of Iggy 
Pop's Bowie-produced"Nightclubbing"for its tale 
of romantic paralysis. 

This would all be abunch of record- geek wonkery, 
except that Murphyuses his predecessor only as 
springboards. By the time "All I Want" reaches its 
finale, It’s been radically shapeshifted. synthesizers 
cascading down like a digital waterfall. It doesn't 
hurt that Murphy'san incredible smartass, one who 
laces his songs with countless underplayed punch 
lines. There’s a left-field kiss -off to Village lh/cegos- 
sipcolum nlst Michael Mustoin"PowPowPow" (the 
chores of which is "Pow! Pow Pow Pow Pow! Pow 
PowPowPow!”)and snide baiting of the biz in “Ybu 
Wanteda Hit "Assuncatcher-synthstwinkle behind 
him, Murphy taunts, “ Baby, we don’t do hits.” 

That’s where hebwrong, <f course. Ifssimply lhat 
Murphy's hits are part of the same lineage as his 
hemes; Bowie, New Order, B rian Eno. They set the 
tempo — ifsuptotherest of us to come around. 

(j_keyes@citypaper.net) 
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- STRATASPHERE 

0 

■ Colleen MeCubbin Stepanic stood over a tree trunk that had been 
f sawed in half. When it was whole, it looked like every other tree 
S’ in the world. But its insides told a different stoiy: The trunk con- 
i’ tained two sets of concentric circles, meaning that it was likely 
= two separate trees, which, over time, had become one. “You'll see 
£ two trees that grow together into one sometimes," says Stepanic, 

S “but this tree was different, because nobody knew it was actu- 
= ally two different trees till they cut it down.”This unlikely sped- 
2 men became the inspiration for Stepanic’s Bound, showing in 
StrataSphere's group exhibit “Spontaneous Repetition.” 

For the labor-intensive work, Stepanic painted pieces of fabric, 
cut them into long strips, sewed them together into two spiral 
shapes, and then repeated this whole process over again several 
times. At best, though. Bound looks marginally like a tree trunk. 
But who cares? The work's respectable method, along with its 
hints of domesticity and the natural world, give the viewer more 
than enough to admire. Stepanic's Abundant, made using a similar 
technique, brings a dearer, libidinous force to the show. The work 
is composed of dozens of tiny, circular slabs of fabric sewn together, 
which, whether you’re a teenage boy or not, look exactly like round, 
pink breasts. “Everyone sees that," Stepanic says with a giggle. 

Marie H. Elan’s embroidery, depicting homey Fish town intersec- 
tions, Penn Treaty Park and other local snapshots, fits in well with 
the exhibit's domestic tenor. But it isn’t nearly as majestic or beau- 




tiful as Stepanic's body of work. Alongside Abundant and Bound, 
Elcin’s needlework seem better suited for Etsy. But who cares? It'd 
make for pretty sweet home decor. Ends May 1, 1854 Germantown 
Ave., 267-974-5060, thestratasphere.com. 

BAHDEEBAHDU 

Naked, resolved, callipygian men are the focus of R. Lane Clark’s 
“Luminous Encounters" show. Clark projected images of clouds, 
splattered paint and hand-drawn lines onto the models, and then 
photographed them. Though a few of the works — those with 
clouds, specifically — are glib, more often than not they're pretty, 
gender-bending and playful. The model, known to viewers only 
as “Stephen," a lithe man who’s pictured in preposterous, catlike 
back bends and yoga poses, is an especially stunning subject. He 



will vividly remind you of how awe-inspir- 
ing the human body can be. Ends May 3, 
1522 N. American St.. 215 627-5002. 
bahdeebahdu.com. 

PAGEANT : SOLOVEEV 

Nick Lenker's exhibit “The Destruction 
and Creation of Man” doesn’t quite run 
the gamut that its title promises. But 
between a few sculptures, prints, instal- 
lations and a short film viewed through a 
peephole, Lenker does tackle myth, reli- 
gion, the occult, cults, fire, animals and 
evil, among other themes. Good enough. 
Though his prints aren't anything 
extraordinary, Lenker’s sculptures and 
installations are mesmerizing. A pair of 
fur- hooded, paint-splattered capes, hung 
ever' so casually on the wall, are haunt- 
ing. Ascension, which depicts a white clay 
man being roasted over a bed of hot coals, 
is simultaneously kitschy and horrifying. 
Kind of like the crucifix, but for sinister 
hippies. Ends May 8, 607 Bainbridge St., 
215-925-1535, pageantsoloveev.com. 

—Holy Otterbeln 
(holly.otterbein@citypaper.net) 
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ANNENBERG CENTER 

for the performing arts 




Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts 

215.898.3900 I AnnenbergCenter.org 



Philadephia 
International 
Children’s Festival 

NOW thru MAY 1 

Don't miss the 2010 Children's Festival featuring The Little Engine 
That Could, The Man Who Planted Trees. STREET BEAT and Linda 
Tillery & The Cultural Heritage Choir! FREE with ticket purchase, 
tamilies have access to the Fun Zone on the outdoor plaza 
including crafts, face painting, jugglers, musicians and more! 



STREET REAT 

THUR APR 29 7:30PM 
It's STOMP meets Blue Man Group when this LA 
based ensemble of drummers, musicians and dancers 
combines urban rhythms, hip-hop moves and break-dance 
acrobatics Into an explosive high energy performance! 



SHOWS START AT ONLY $10! 




Me 



Philly's First Cellphone Tour of 
Central Delaware River 
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♦ Bystander Effect 



“This black hole in the 
middle proved to be 
what was important.” 

The site of the museum itself plays a key part in 
Koszarski’s narrative. The building once housed 
Astoria Studio, built in 1920 and intended to sup- 
plement Paramount Pictures’ Hollywood facilities. 

“Paramount didn’t get it,” Koszarski shrugs. 
“They thought they could have what [Paramount 
co-founder] Jesse Lasky called ‘a miniature 
Hollywood’ in Astoria. Well, if you’re talking about 
the film industry as a factory system, there’s no 
such thing as a miniature factory. What you have 
then is a workshop, a boutique operation, and that’s 
what survived in New York.” 

In a program sponsored by Secret Cinema, the 
author will present one example of that industry, 
the rarely seen 1950 noir Guilty Bystander, which 
follows an alcoholic detective (played by Zachary 
Scott) tracking down his kidnapped son. The film 
was made after the period covered by Koszarski’s 
book but marks the transition to a new period, 
which he plans to cover in his follow-up volume. 

“ Guilty Bystander in 1950 is pointing to the way 
movies [were] going to be made in the year 2000," 
Koszarski says. “Hollywood was making films in 
1950 the way they were making films in 1920.” 
Though lacking in depictions of Manhattan 



icons — no Empire State 
Building or Times Square here 

— Guilty Bystander is full of 
what Koszarski calls “local 
identifiers," from the blacklisted 
cast and crew members to the 
gritty depiction of the city itself 

— and its subsequent obscurity. 
“It’s made in New York, but 

you won’t find a single picture- 
postcard view of the Manhattan 
skyline — it’s all done in very 
rundown industrial sections of 
Manhattan and Brooklyn. He 
doesn’t track wealthy crimi- 
nals down to their fashionable 
apartments,” says Koszarski. 
“This really is the underside, a 
physical manifestation of this 
completely dark, grubbier aspect 
of his own soul. Hollywood would 
have been too smart to do that.” 
(s_brady@citypaper.net) 

* Secret Cinema presents Hollywood 
on the Hudson, Fri., April 30, 8p.m., 

$7. Moore College of Art & Design, 

1916 Race St.. 315-965-1099. thesecret- 




1 \ DAnCE COBIPAIIY 

^ — ' 4 DAYS ONLY 

APRIL 29 - MAY 2, 2010 



U home ol phlladelphiatheatricompany 480 S. BROAD ST. 
BOX OFFICE: 215. 985. 0420 TICKETS $20 - $25 - $30 



WWW.KORESHDANCE.ORG 




Opera Company of Philadelphia 



a sweet ringing tone and Softly 

floating high notes..." 






May 7, 9m, 12, 14 & 16m, 2010 



at the Academy of Music 

Performed in Italian with English translations 

An Original Opera Company of Philadelphia Production 



Tickets on Sal 

215-893-1018 or www.operaphila.org 
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FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A 
COMPLIMENTARY ADVANCE 
SCREENING PASS FOR TWO TO SEE 

BABIES 

VISIT WWW.CITYPAPER.NET/WIN 



BABIES 



BABIES IN THEATERS MAY 7 



► video art 




LIVE CINEMA/HISTORIES IN MOTION 

The notion of “history” tackled by the three animated films that will occupy the Art 
Museum’s video gallery over the next few months ranges from the personal to the politi- 
cal to the social. Jennifer Levonian's Take Your Picture With a Puma (pictured) is a gor- 
geous watercolor dream, finding beauty in the gaudiest of culture clashes. Set in Mexico 
during the height of tourist season and based on Brie Rohmer's Bakery Girl ofMonceau, 
two people obliquely connect against a backdrop of fast- food wrappers and Lonely 
Planet absurdities. Martha Colburn’s Join the Freedom Force is a frenzied collage of 
protest, an orgy of angry signs, puppet heads and riot police. As he did in dread, Joshua 
Mosley imagines a conversation between two historical figures in International, this 
time assembling sound clips of economist Friedrich Hayek and builder/philanthropist 
George Brown against a James Bonning-like succession of landscapes. 

— Shaun Brady 

April 30 July 25. 316. Philadelphia Museum of Art, 2600 Ben Franklin Parkway. 215 763 8100. 



* PENNSYLVANIA BALLET 




Springtime for Pennsylvania Ballet means an eclectic, 
electric quartet of dances. Square Dance, created by 
George Balanchine in 1957, combines Vivaldi with the 
traditional folk dance — just the kind of juxtaposition 
Balanchine loved best. PAB recently acquired the rights 
to Jerome Robbins' Afternoon of the Faun. First performed 
by Vaslav Nijinsky in 1912’s Ballet Russe, the dance has 
morphed from a solo to a duet in Robbins’ capable hands. 

Requiem for a Rose, in which dancers perform as an 
elegant bouquet of red roses, was created by Netherlands 
choreographer Annabelle Lopez Ochoa and returns after 
premiering locally last season. Finally, Europe-based William Forsythe’s incredibly ex 
perimental dance In the Middle, Somewhat Elevated is a company premiere. 



May 5-9, $2150 5126 50. Merriam Theater, 250 S. Broad St., 215-893-1999. paballet.org. 









Paradise City 
Arts Festival! 



“Prepare to be entranced and awed!” Philadelphia city Paper 



SHOW HOURS: FRIDAY 11AM - 7PM; SATURDAY 10AM - 6PM; SUNDAY 11AM - 5PM 
$12 ADULTS, $10 SENIORS, $8 STUDENTS, 12 AND UNDER FREE. THREE-DAY PASS $15 



JEWELRY • HANDMADE FURNITURE • CERAMICS • WEARABLE ART • PAINTINGS • GLASS • PHOTOGRAPHY 
LARGE-SCALE SCULPTURE • QUILTS • WOODWORKING • GARDEN FURNISHINGS 



LIVE JAZZ IN THE SCULPTURE COURT 

Friday, DeSalvo Trio - Saturday, JD Jazz Band - Sunday, Special Guests; MINAS! 



GET YOUR DISCOUNT ADMISSION COUPON AT 

www.paradisecityarts.com 



“The Jewel of Craft Shows” , r > . 




; music picks 
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May 1-9 

Come to Haddonfield 

and celebrate with your Mom 
at our Mother's Day Event. 

For a schedule of events and specials, please visit 
www.shophaddonfieldnj.com. 







& 10th: 
entrance on Percy) 

Philadelphia. PA 19123 
rttpy/www.9 1 5studios.com/ 



► rock/pop 



+ FUTURE ISLANDS 




For art-damaged neo-post-punkers, Baltimore's trio 
Future Islands comes on disarmingly friendly-like at 
first, all bounceable blankwave beats and twlnkly 
electro-pop melodies. Things get a bit more perplexing 
when Samuel Herring opens his throat, unleashing an 
alarmingly histrionic, gravelly growl (think Man Man's 
Honus Honus or an even barmier Tom Waits), which 
manages to sound both Muppetish and menacing, 
but also, weirder yet almost romantic. 

— K. Ross Hoffman 



Sun.. May 2. 8 p.m.. S5-SI0 donation, with Double Dagger. 
Lower Dens and Buck Gooter. Danger Danger Gallery. 5012 



> folk/labor 



+ ANNE FEENEY 




Saturday's May Day, the worldwide labor movement's 
day of celebration. There’s probably no better talent 
to comment on itthan poli-folkie Anne Feeney, whose 
e-mail handle is “unionmaid" and whose business 
card reads, “hellraiser." “I've heard people say unions 
were important once, but that now they are irrelevant 
I figure these people must be getting paid what they 
deserve, have a wonderful health plan that covers 
everything, a terrific and secure pension, a safe work- 
place where all employees arc treated fairly," she 
says. "Those things have been the goal of unions for 
all these years — - the stronger the movement, the 
likelier you are to get it” 

—Mary Armstrong 



Sat., May 1, 7:30 p.m.. SI 0-S30. with Evan Greer and Boy 
Zimmerman, Crossroads Music. Calvary Church. 801 S. 
48th St. 215-729-1028. crossroadsconcerts.org. 



> jazz/world 

+ VI JAY IYER’S TIRTHA 

The description of this performance on the Grand 
Opera House's website pegs Vijay Iyer as a "South 
Asian pianist," despite the fact that he was bom and 
raised In upstate New York. That confusion of identity 
has plagued Iyer and frequent collaborator Rudresh 
Mahanthappa throughout their careers, as both have 
explored their heritage in different but intertwining 
ways. Still, a decidedly modem approach to jazz is 
the natural leaping-off point for their ventures into 
Indian music, not vice versa. Tirtha is Iyer’s most 
explicit fusion of those two worlds, a trio with (actu- 
ally South Indian) guitarist Prasanna and (ditto) tabla 
player Nitin Mitta. 

— Shaun Brady 



Fri., April 30. 8 p.m.,S26. Grand Opera House. 818N. Mar- 
ket St.. Wilmington. Del .302-652-5577, grandopera.org. 

► art-pop 



+ JONSI 




J6n Mr Birglsson's surprisingly sprightly solo bow 
finds the angel-voiced Icelander on earthller if no less 
fantastical footing than with Sigur Ros, scampering 
like a woodland pixie through capricious, Sufjanesque 
cadenzas of peeperish pipes darting among eruptive 
bursts of percussion and just generally switching up 

to geysers. — K. Ross Hoffman 



Mon., May 3, 8p.m.. S30. with Death Vessel, Electric Factory. 
421 N. Seventh St. 215-627-1332. electriclactory.inlo. 

> irish 

+ CEILI GROUP 

Seeking high-energy music based in the Irish tradi- 
tion, but happy to hear the boundaries stretched a 
bit? Three blazing young talents — Isaac Alderson, 
GrSinne Murphy, Alan Murray — handle that job with 
ease. Friday's steaming-hot concert may tempt you 
to polish your own licks. Lucky for you, these three 
will offer workshops in flute and whistle (Alderson), 
fiddle (Murphy) and guitar (Murray). 




Fri., April 30. 8:30p.m.. SI5: workshop. Sal, May 1, noon, 
525: Philadelphia Ceili Group at Irish Center, 6815 Emlen 
St., 267-205-1188, philadelphiaceiligroup.org. 




I albums reviews 

+ THE RUNAWAY BUNNY 

If: England belongs to twee then Scotland belongs to 
emo. At least that's how I felt about Frightened Rabbit’s 
earlier work — all grumpy, grandiloquent you-broke- 
us-up songs (Their show at the Church on Friday is sold 
out, by the way.) Charming, power-poppy, infectious but 
waytoowhiny. Perhaps: That’s what makes The Winter 
o/Mixed Drinfrsso refreshing. Herethe prevailingangst Fr| 9 htBn ® d 
seems to be existential. "Dip the toe in the ocean/ Oh 
how it hardens anditnumbs/The rest of me is aversion afMtmdDrin 
of man, built to collapse into crumbs.” Topics include: ' 1 1,1 

death, despair, materialism. I mean: Frontman Scott 
Hutchison’s still way up his own arse, but he’s really found 
things up there. 

— Patrick I 




+ SAME OLD SMUT 

Ask Yourself: Are The New Pornographers toying wi 
you? Sure, you marvel: at how the careers of Carl I 
Newman and Neko Case and Dan Bejar have skyrocketed 
this way and that, and yet they all continue to honor some 
blood-oath to convene every two or so years to record a 
new collection of 1 2 insta -catchy hum-alongs. And, OK: 

Be it thegrinding Newmanic opening riff of “ Moves," the 
classic Case swel Is of the oh-so-timely" Crash Years' or ! 
the conspicuous Bejar idiosyncrasies of “Silver Je 
Dollar,” Together delivers. Though: At some point you 
will ask, “Is this starting to feel samey?” then you'll be 
distracted by a sick chord progression intoa soaring string crescendo and 
you'll answer, talking to yourself: "Yes, but when did we start looking gift 
horses in the mouth?” 

— Brian Howard 







+ MR. TOAD’S WILD RIDE 



You know Carey Mercer: as the least famous guy in 
Swan Lake (behind Destroyer/New Pornographer Dan 
Bejar and Wolf Parader/Sunset Rubdowner/former Frog 
Eye Spencer Krug). The company: he keeps is telling. 

Paul ’s Tomb: A Triumph combines the unstructured his- 
trionics of Krug's best work (see “Rebel Horns") with 
the sidelong sensibilities and yen for wandering cryptic Fr °o F v®s 
storytelling that's the essence of Bejar's catalog (record 
opener“AFIowerinaGlove“runs9:08).Theonlysong: <dkad on.»>i 
that qualifies as catchy is the excellent “Lear in Love," 
which means you either buy into Frog Eyes' occasionally marble-mouthed 
panic epics or you don't 



IM 



— Brian Howard 



+ WIENERS AND LOSERS 

IKnow:Withatitlelikethatweshouldn'thopeforsomelhing ^ -| 

cfeveroredgy.AndPosehnopensthealbumwith“Takeoff K ^ L>J 
yourthinkin 'caps. I'm bout to make itfuckin' stupid in here. " ^ 

Still: l expected something a little more polished from the 
6- toot-6 orange behemoth. His appearances In Comedians 
ot Comedy and The Sarah Silvennan Show miqtta hinted 
atdeeperdepthsthanspamandWikipediaand“myfTunes Bnan po»«nn 
thinks I'm gay." But: That's just me with my thinkin' cap f Jj" **'"*,' Jokrs 
on. fora dumbold comedy CD— one on a metal label, no 
less— this is prettyfunny. The bonus tracks: Just in case 
name-checking Slayer and Dio in his act didn't prove his Relapse cred, Posehn 
ends th e album with a heavy version of “The Gambler" and a once-will-do original, 
“More Metal Than Ybu.“ 

—Patrick Rapa 
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+ ONE TRACK MIND 

► SLEIGHBELLS B 

“A/B Machines" f 

Talk about boom boom I 

pow. This week’s Rolling flg » 

StonefeaturesWill.i am 

blathering about the hid- S 

den avant-garcto qualities I 
of hisgroup’s world-con- 

quering one-note-wonder “Fool, it’s the most » 

complex s-t you could even fathom.” I doubt 
you'd catch Brooklyn duo Sleigh Bells — one 
former hardcore punker, one erstwhile girl- 
group pop tart— claiming anything of the sort 
abouttheirown equally giddy, bombasticraket, 
which isjustas pea-brained, if agooddeal more 
black-eyed. Beyond Its bruising, preposterous 
levels of overdrive, “A/B Machines" actually has 
three notes (at least some of the time), though it 
has only one lyric: Alexis Krauss, onthat next- 
level digital spit, explaining the locations of her 
machines. Actually, it's a bit stupefying to think 
that therecould be any more than one (barely 
functioning) set of machines involved here. 

Must be complex. — K. Ross Hoffman 




Want to get your heart racing? Then check 
out k Packf A.com - the new home for 
everything horseracing in Pennsylvania. 

It's chock full of insider info, a calendar of 
events and our daily Giddy Up Blog. Plus, 
we'll show you where the action's hot, the 
drinks are cold and the crowd is always 
ready to scream at the top of their lungs. 
Visit us today. 

jggliL 
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Kentuck\ 

Satur 



the best place for the 
most exciting two 
minutes in sports! 

• gates open at 10am, 1 lam races begin 

• fabulous live racing first post at noon 

• free admission 

• free general parking 

• free volley ball, pony rides, face 
painting and moon bounce 

• bbq & $2.50 beers 

• ladies kentucky derby hat contest 

• watch the derby on the 



giant screens in our picnic grove! 



PhiladelphiaPark 



RACETRACK 



©xlt 37 off i-95 or© 

gambling proble 




erby Day 



casino' 








OWN THE ORIGINAL ON BLURAY FOR THE FIRST TIME! 



Welcome to Your 
New Nightmare 



SPECIAL MIDNIGHT SHOWS THURSDAY, APRIL 29 
EVERYWHERE FRIDAY, APRIL 30 

CHECK DIRECTORIES FOR LISTINGS 



movi ©shorts 




+ NEW 

THE CARTEL | B 

New Jersey spends as much or mare on public schools 
than most, other states, yet director Bob Bowdon sees the 
Garden State as an example of what's going wrong in US. 
school systems in general, despite a “spending explosion.’ 
Bowdon reports, spending can reach $400 ,000 per New 
Jersey classroom, and yet the outcome seems relentlessly 
grim: Only 39 percent of eighth-graders read proficiently 
and only 40 percent can manage math. More than 75 pen 
cent of New Jersey's high schools have been warned they 
maybe placed on the state's list of (ailing schools. Having 
covered the state as aTV reporter and producer for some 
15 years. Bowdon has plenty of research and interviews to 
support his contentions, mainly that the teachers' union 
and other corrupt organizations are to blame — teach- 
ers remain underpaid and students undereducated, as 
administrators make all kinds of money. Good teachers, 
the film argues, are poorly served by this union, which 
proscribes creativity (one teacher says she's unable to 
start a garden club because i t's against union rules) and 
protects bad teachers.“Wanling lousy teachers out of the 
classroom doesn’t mean you're against all teachers,” says 
Bowdon, “A point so obvious I can't believe it needs to be 
made." And yet it does — apparently repeatedly. —Cindy 

DANCING ACROSS BORDERS | B 

New York City arts patron and filmmaker Anne Bass 
remembers seeing Sokvannara “Sy” Sar, who learned to 
dance while growing up in rural Cambodia, perform a 
duet:“He was very flirtatious, his spirit was so full of fun 
and playfulness and joy." She was so moved that she decid- 
ed to back Sy's ballet training and make a film about his 



experience. The documentary reveals an ongoing tension , 
between Sy's identities, between dance as self-expression 
and exquisite artifice. For Sy, being selected and financed 
by a nice white lady was a mixed blessing fraught with 
difficulties beyond the obvious physical rigors — the years 
of training, the daily grinding. The documentary is also 
something of a mix, focusing on Sy's dedication and his 
brilliance, but also revealing his extraordinary emotions 

he's distressed even ns hFs thrilled. Working with Olga 
Koslritsky (who also (aught Baryshnikov and Jock Solo), 
Sy learns the strange new dance ( he’d never even seen 
ballet before), as well as a new language and customs. 

He’s a remarkable talent, and his many border -crossings 

Western expectations. — CF.fRitz at the Bourse) 

FURRY VENGEANCE 

A haiku: Brendan Fraser does 
battlewith dudes who have sex 
while dressed as mascots. I Not reviewed) (UA Grant) 

NIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET 

A haiku : Freddy's back without 
Johnny Deep, but still in need 

of a ma nicure. ( See Drew Lazars wviewat dtypaper. net / mo re 
iea) (UA Grant; UA Main St; UA Riverview; UA 69th St.) 

THE SECRET IN THEIR EYES I C* 

See Shaun Brady's review on p. 25. (Rite Five ) 

WAKING SLEEPING BEAUTY I A- 

straighls. Aging animaton* and years ofpoor box office had 
weakened the once-proud cartoon juggernaut. And then 
along came “a perfect storm" of people and circumstance 





Mouse built. Don Hahn's doe looks 
at the company’s impassible 10-year 
run from 1984 to 1994. during which 
Disney buoyed by fresh blood in the 
animation dcpartmoit and new studio- 
heads ( including Jeffrey Katzenberg, 
whose quote inspired the film's title) 

— produced such films as Vie Little 
Mermaid, Bea uty and the Beast and 
The Lion King, Waking Sleeping Beauty 
was lovingly made by the people in the 
thick of it; 1 lahn. who also serves as the 
narrates', was a producer an Beast , and 
his producing partner, Peter Schneider, 
was then-president of animation. 1 t’s 
this insiderstatus that allows them to 
present a complete portrait, includ- 
ing home- video footage featuring vet 
animator Randy Cartwright (with 
John Lasaeter behind the camera, and 
a shot, of a very young Tim Burton). 
Waking Sleepi/ig Beauty is touching, 
funny and could not have been made by 
anyone else. At one paint, Hahn, as the 
narrator, says, "The work was intense, 
the hours were long. The re was only 
one thing to stop it all ... margaritas." 

— MoUy Eichel tRitzFi vet 

+ CONTINUING 

THEBACK-UPPLAN|C- 

Ostensi bly, Zoe < Jennifer Lopez ) is 
one of those rare romantic-comedy 
heroines who take life by the balls. 
Rather than search fer her elusive 
soul mate to get to the inevitable end- 
game of kids, she skips the middle- 
man and opts for in vitro fertilization. 
But then, of course, love happens and 
Zoe's best-laid plans go to shit, much 
like her moxy. Love is in the form 
of Stan f Alex OT-oughlin ), a cheese 
farmer who inexplicably decides to 
stay with this woman he's just met, 
even after she drops the bomb that 
she's knocked up.— Af.fi. IUA Grant; 
UA Rivervieui; UA 69th St.) 



CLASH OFTHE TITANS I C- 

The revamped Clash of the Titans 
appropriates the main characters 
— demigod ftnseus (Aparin's Sam 
Worthington ) must defeat the 
monstrous Kraken to save the city of 
Argus and stops only occasionally 
to wink and nod at the 198 1 original. 

yawps, there’s little in the way of plot . 
— M.E, (Bridge; Pearl; Rosy: UA Grant ; 
UA Rivervieui; UA 69th St.) 

EXITTHROUGH THE GIFT SHOP I A- 

Banksy, Iheanonymous, subver- 
sive U.K. graffiti trickster, appears 

altered, to explain how he’d turned 
from subjecUo filmmaker when he 
discovered that the film’s original 
director was a far more fascinat- 
ing character It’s unclear, however, 
whetherThierry Guett a — the ec- 



able document of street artistsat 
work — is the bordering-on-insane 
clown presented in the film, a willing 

by Banksy's puppetry or even (he 

counled by Rhys ll'ans’ oily bedtime- 

known as Mr. Brainwash tohuge 
success. The result, is an authen tic 
assault on the art market, which 
gleefully hangs itselfwith Banksy’s 
acidly-offered rope. — Shaun Brady 
IRitz Five) 

THEGIRLONTHETRAINlB 

Drawn from a sensational real-life 
incident, AndrdTdchind’s The Girl 
on the Train fallsdeliberately.ifnot 
always gracefully, between two stools. 
The movie begins in solid Tdchind ter- 



ritory. with the blossomingofa mildly 
inexplicable and evidently doomed 

Dequenne) and Franck (Nicholas Du- 
vauchelle). a headstrong thug whose 
aggression she takes for charm. The 
two shack up. then crash and burn as 
only young lovers can .What happens 
next comes as a shock, although it like- 

wuuldbe intimately familiar with the 
the 2004 episode in which a woman 
falsely claimed to have been the victim 
of an anti-Semitic attack by a gangof 
non-white youths. Hie potential for 
satire, a kind of hate-crime Ace in the 
Hole , is ripe, whidi may be why the 
elliptical TCchin e skips i I allege! her. 
focusing exclusi vely on the personal 
ramifications. — Sam Adams (Rite at 

GREENBERG I A- 

Roger Greenberg ( Ben Stiller), fresh 



movie shorts ] 



off some sort of nervous breakdown j 

and recently arrived in L.A., is a 40- § 




I mumbleco re actress/director Greta * 



a remarkable range of emotion), his I 
brother’s aimless personal assist an t. £ 
Most films would paint Florence, T 

the younger woman, as Greenberg's S 

savior, the ray oflight that leads to = 
redemption. DirectorNoah Baum- £ 

bach, however, has never seen other 
people as the solution to anyone's 
problems.The film. as a result, is of- 
ten incredibly funny and even holds 
out something like hope at the end. 
—S.B. (Rite East) 



THE BEST MOVIE 
NOW PLAYING! 

A MARVELOUS, ONE-OF-A-KIND CONTRAPTION, A SPINNING 
TOP OF A MOVIE. SO MUCH DAMN FUN." 

■0v.se eisibsnssn. ENTER TAINMEN T WEEKLY 

EXHILARATING! 

ACIDLY FUNNY. EXPLOSIVELY SUCCINCT. 

-I M au. NEW YORK MAGAZINE 

A A A A A A A A A 

KKKKK KKKK 

»«»«,! TIME OUT NY -Bates name* NY DAILY NEWS 

SUBVERSIVE, PROVOCATIVE, UNEXPECTED! 

The more you think about this unusual film, 
THE MORE FASCINATING IT BECOMES! 

GRADE A! GRADE A! 

INCREDIBLY ENTERTAINING! AMUSING, PROYOCATIVE, 



HILARIOUS! 



JOYOUS! 

ONE OF THE MOST 
INSPIRED. ADROIT, 
HILARIOUS DEBUT 
FEATURES EVER!' 

FUNNY 
AS HELL! 

■Tbeunel.UEetvs TIM NEW YORKER 

A Banksy film 





"THIS IS THE BEST 
COMEDY SINCE 
HANGOVER'!" 

Roger Ebert, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 



OTibii i» ft Wll/ill MIlMifil mirnmm 
bum mm « mm 'in aujaiiEiiMisai 
■raw uiKi m in nisiiiiiui "uutui n 

RESTRICTED «B» | rooty;.- WwJ cat O 

sf“ D DeathAtAFuneral-Movie.com 



CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES 






[ movie shorts ] 




ciypapep.net ciypaper.net ciypapep.net 



dancing 

across 

borders 

a film by 

Anne Bass 



bored teen who struggles with tho 
idea that masked avengers aren’t 

tic c. So the beanpole purchases all the 



into his new Kick-Ass menacing mon- 
iker. When he runs aground in the lair 
of a drug king, he's saved by Hit-Girl 
(a tremendous Chloe Grace Morels), 
a tween killing machine. She's a real 

along with equally lethal. Shatner- 
stammering father "Big Daddy" 
(Nicolas Cage), to wrest control of the 
underworld from mafia capo Frank 
D'Amico (Mark Strong). The real 
distinguishing characteristic of Kick- 







—Dre w Lazor (Pearl; UA Grant; UA 
Riverview; VA 69th St ) 



THE LOSERS I C 

If movies were judged on the sheer 
number of times the ensemble cast 
walks in slow motion set to bass- 
heavy music with the sole direction of 
"look like a badass," then The Losers 
is Gone With the Wind. —M E. (Pearl; 
Roxy; UA Grant; UA Main St; UA 
Riverview; UA 69th St.) 

THE SQUARE I A- 

Delivering on the promise director 
Nash Edgerton displayed in his glee- 
fully nasty short, Spider (which un- 
spools bofore tho foature), The Square 




husband's bag of cash, she gives her 
married lover, Ray (David Roberts), 
an ultimatum: Help her steal the 
dough and escape or she will end their 
relationship. Injecting mildly violent 

airtight film becomes more absorbing 
as obstacles keep him from his morally 
dubious goal. The Square, remains 
gripping right up to the riveting end 
— when Edgerton pulls the rug — and 

— Gary M. Kramer (Rite at the Bourse ) 



REPERTORY FILM 

THE BALCONY 

Trocadero Theater, 1003 Arch St, 215- 
922-UVE, thetroc.com. Shaun of the 
Dead! 2004, U.K., 99 min.): Zombie 
killing, with tongue planted firmly in 
check. Mon., May 3, 8 p.m., $3. 

GREATER PHILADELPHIA FILM OFFICE 

Prince Music Theater, 1412 Chestnut 
St., second floor, film.org. Location, 
Location, Location!: Learn about 
the importance of a location managor. 
Tue., May 4, 6-8:30 p.m., free, RSVP to 
joan@film.org. 

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 

Ibrahim Theater, 3701 Chestnut 
St, 215-387-5125, Uwusephilly.org. 

HomeGrown : HipLife in Ghana 

(2008, U.S., 58 min.) & The Revival 
(2009, Austria/Czech Republic/Den- 
mark/Germany/Sweden/Switzerland/ 
US., 16 min ): The former explores the 
combo of hip-hop and West African 
music, while the latter chroniclos the 




THE CARTEL 

eduction + politics = $ 

r 



a documentary by 

BOB BOWDON 



| EXCLUSIVE ONE WEEK ENGAGEMENT 



KITZ rH 1 .! BOURSE STARTS FRIDAY, APRIL 30 ,h ! 



first meeting of Roxanne Shanto and 
Phillis own Bahamadia. Tue., May 4, 
7 p.m., 85-38 The Hand of Fatlme 
(2009, US. , 75 min.): A tribute to 
former New York Times music critic 
Robert Palmer, who died in 1997, and 
his favorite band. Master Musicians of 
Jajouka. Wed.. May 5, 7 p.m., $5-$8. 



LITTLE THEATER 

7141 Germantown A 

(2009, U.S., 112 min 



\ve, 215-247-3020, 
i.l: A journal- 



ist (Maggie Gyllenhaal) redeems a 



Bridges). Fri.-SaL, April 30-May 1,1 
p.m.; Sun., May 2, 7 p.m.; $6. 



MUGSHOTS COFFEEHOUSE AND CAFE 

2100 FairmountAve.. 267-514-7145, 
mugshotscoffeehouse.com. The Man 
Who Stare at Goats ( 2009, U.K/ 
U.S., 94 min.): Asatirical look at the 
military’s secret telepathic unit. Sun., 
May 2, 7 p.m., free. Once (2006, Ire- 

romance. Wed. . May 5. 7 p.m. , free. 



PHILADELPHIA CITY 
INSTITUTE LIBRARY 

1905 Locust St. 215-685-6621. The 

Shop on Main Street (Obchod na 

korxe) ( 1965. Czechoslovakia, 128 
min.): A man is offered an old Jewish 
widow's sewing shop during WWII-era 
Slovakia and they form a friendship. 
Wed., May 5, 2 p.m., free. 



PIFVA 

L'Etage, 624 S. Sixth St, 215-592- 
0656, pifva.org Cinema SPEAK- 
EASY: Celebrate the works of local 
filmmaker Alison Crouse. Tue , May 
4, 7:30 p.m., free. 



PIAZZA AT SCHMIDTS 

1050 N. Hancock St., atthepiazea. 



US., 80 min.): A looks at American 
exploitation films, from the beginning 
of cinema to the 70s, in all of their gory 
glory. Fri, April 30, dusk, free. 

WILLIAM WAY CENTER 

1315 Spruce St.215-732-2220, 
waygay.org. Coming Out Under Fire 
( 1994, US., 72 min ): Explores the 
military's policy on gays and lesbians 
during WWII. Thu., May 6, 7 p.m., free. 



[citppecnet 
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[ Yourto-do list, no matter what you’re doing 



remember you wrote the very first 
press on this project and now I'm superfuck- 
ing fancy?" laughs photographer Zoe Strauss, 
recounting how 1 0 years ago I devoted some 
ink to her sub-inte (state exhibition at Front and 
M iff I In. “ Isn’t that crazy?" Thenandnow.thel-95 
show’s been free to all. with photocopies of her 
work a mere $5 each. Strauss made her bones 
with 1-95’s starkly surreal yet neighborly shots 
of Philadelphians at their torn- and- tattered (but 
proud) best Since 2000, Strauss published a book 
(America) and booked her first solo show at the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art for 2012. And 1-95? 
On May 2, 1 -4 p.m., she'll hold her last one. “The 
project has to be over. That's how I planned it, 

1 0 years and done. " While a decade is the right 
amount of time to have devoted to 1-95 — " long 
enough to makeastrong body of workand a set 
ending point to make sure the project isn't over- 
worked” — it’s important to note how Strauss 
found beauty in unexpected places. Whether mak- 
inggorgeousdramafrom homeless junkiewomen 
or turning the crack that separates l-95's north 
and southbound lanes underneath the highway 
into poetry worthy of Leonard Cohen (“that's how 
the light gets in"), that project will be missed and 
cherished for eternity. >■ Last Saturday it was a 
battleofthenewbarroom:DanielStem’spost-10 | 
p.m. version of R2L (BAR2L) or Stephen Starr’s 
bordello- red -wallpapered, naughty-painting-filled 
Ranstead Room behind El Rey. BAR2L had nice 
views and tony drinks like Whiskey Rebellion. But 
the 40-plus-seat speakeasy-ish Ranstead ("When 
it’sfull. there's no getting in. " says drinkcouture- 
ier Sasha Petraske) has a dark, private vibe and 
handcrafted cocktails so spicy my lips are still 
burning. Atza’nize. See you at the Ranstead. > 
Thrill Jockey ain'tdonewith the late Jack Rose 
yet Not only will the Chicago label release an 
eponymous EP from Rose and D. Cha rles Speer & 
The Helix, their website's selling Honest Strings: A 
T/yfiofe, featuring Rslt. Bardo Rind (currently play- 
ing Euro festivals at the behest of Laurie Anderson 
and LouReed)and more. ►West Philly's hard- soul 
Out da Basement has a busy May. OdB start a 
Tuesdayjam session atTritone; join Reg. Chuck D 
and newOJ KyleAnrtewslor Wish bone's monthly 
RSB party at National Mechanics May 3; and play 
the Balcony May 26 with pal Joe Jordan and 
Puzzlebox ► Philly s ActionAIDS Dining Out 
for Life celebrates its 20th anniversary April 29 with 
spokespe isons Pam Grierand Food Network-er 
Ted Allen aboard. While they sup at Butcher & 
Singer (look for my chat with Allen at citypaper. 
net/icepack(,ifsamustyoueatatany participating 
venue. Its our best homegrown fundraiser. 




funny farewell 

BIG PUNS 

Satire hip-hop duo Rowan & Hastings calls it 
a day. By Julia West 



WELCOME TO THE TERRORDOME IV I FrL,Aprit30,9p.m.,$10. 
Johnny Brenda's, 1201 N. FrankfordAve., 877-43S-9mjohnnybKndaa.com 
t ain’t easy being half of a comedic hip-hop duo, but the natu- 
rally funny N athaniel Holt of Rowan & Hastings doesn’t 
make it look hard.Too bad he and Gavin Riley are bringing an 
end to their fence-straddling blend of hip-hop satire and goofy 
rhymes — for now. It’s been a while since they preformed togeth- 
er, but R&H both reunites and waves goodbye at Welcome to the 
Terrordome IV: The One Where Rocky Fights the Russian, with 
Secret Pants, Meg & Rob and The Sixth Borough. 

City Paper. Can you describe a typical Rowan & Hastings show? 
Nathaniel Holt Although it’s true that our songs often have a 
sketch-like structure, we don’t really do traditional sketches. 

, . . We also improvise weird conversations with the audience 
between songs. We used to do this bit where I would rant about 
politics, and then Gavin would say, “Well let me play devil’s advo- 
cate for a moment," which was followed by footage from the movie 
of the same name with A1 Pacino screaming, flames shooting out 
ofhis head. That was kinda like a sketch. And I just ruined the 
punchline. We also dance spastically. 



CP: Is this really goodbye? 

NH: I have a little egg on my face. I can’t say for sure that this 
will be our last show ever. We broke up as a songwriting duo a 
couple years ago, and we are moving away to new cities [Gavin 
to Baltimore, Nathan to State College], so this show will be our 
“Farewell to Philly” show, meaning our last show for any foresee- 
able future. But we are great friends, only 28 years old, and do not 
yet have arthritis, so it would be foolish to say we will definitely 
never play again Why is this the case? Gavin caught me snug- 

gling with his teddy bear, and never forgave me. At that very 
moment, he said, “That’s it. I’m going solo." 

CP: Do you have a favorite weird thing about Philly? 

NH: My friends and I — Gavin 
included — are always on die 
lookout for the largest dead rat 
we can find. Philly is a great 
and Oregon. place for this. It became a custom 

for one person to find a severely 
decomposed dead cator possum, and then try to convince the others 
that the remains were of rat origin. Investigative group field trips 
became a priority. Largest dead rat found: 10th and Oregon. 

CP: What are you guys planning on doing for your solo work? 

NH: Gavin is working on a Choose Your Own Adventure album 
and live show, which is amazing so far. I have been acting for the- 
ater companies in Philly, and am breaking from that while I am 
out of town . . . Tm also working with a friend to create a folk duo 
who are time-traveling unemployed dock workers from 2250. 

(julia. westf8eitypaper.net) 



Largest rat 
found: 10th 
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RlTsJ.VYlIN 
I 1LHTN1. H, 



JIMMY CUFF 
HEROES OF WOODSTOCK 

foal. Jeflerson Starship, Canned Heal, 
Big Brother & the Holding Co., Tom 
Conslanlen £ Country Joe McDonald 



SO JA with Tsunami Rising 



MAY 6 



shntanCMM For Complete Concert Listings Log On To 

“Bar’” HOBATSHOWBOAT.COM 

Stay the night in VIP-style in ene of our chic and exclusive House Of Blues Studio Suites. 



ticke tmaster 




+ LGBTQ 




Philly's longext-ninning drag show 

it 'a rolled tough love. Every Thu. 

1 lpm-lam. $6. Bob & Barbara.. 




on LGBTQ uauox. Every Thu, 6- 
7:30pm. FREE, Maxxoni Center, 809 
Locust St., 210-563-0652. 





PHILADELPHIA FREEDOM 
BAND PRACTICE The Fhiladel- 




POSmvE brothers If you’re 
a man of color living with HIV/ 

Organization. 1 1 2 .\ Broad St.. 
215-496-0330. 





Brauhaus 






Liters for Litters 



Every Saturday in May w 



Spargelfest 




For the entire Month of May come celebrate Germany's favorite vegetable as 
Chef Jeremy turns out some modern as well as traditional Asparagus recipes. 



May 15th Philly Union vs. 



FC Dallas with Brauhaus 



Pre-game Lunch $40 includes: Buffet Lunch, Discounted Game Ticket, 
' V: | . _\ 1 beer, and septa tokens. Jm ■} 

>iCheck website for further details 









16 imported German drafts 
IO bdttles from the t 



n tlie best beer producing countries in the yvorld 



718 South Stree 
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+ AGENDA PICKS 



l jew-vies J 




> PHILADELPHIA JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL NEW 
FILMMAKERSWEEKEND 

The New Filmmakers Weekend raundsouttlie Philadelphia Jewish Film 
Festival with work by Hie new guys. HAG: The Story ol the Hasidic Actors' 
Guildts a mockumentary nrtng ondireclor YisraelLitschutz's experlencesas 
a consultant to tlms with H aside characters. Plillly resident Nicole Opper's 
doc Oil and Running, which won the jury prize tor best documentary at 
last years QFest. tallows Avery (pictured), a black adoptee ot two Jewish 
lesbi ans as she begins exploring her roots. In Yoram Sachs' Nymphs in 
the A*s/,aguynursinga broken heart decides*) make alilm about the 
experience, hoping to meet some hot Tel Aviv babes In the process. Each 
directorwil beon hand to talk about Heir work. Sat, May 1 Mon, May 3, 
$5-$12,GerstmanY,40t S Broad St, 215-545-4400, pjtt.org 

— Sam Kaplan 



[ blood lust ] 

> CHAR LAINE HARRIS 

Charlaine Harris, author of the Sookie 
Stackhouse novels, is not a great writer. In 
a rare turn, the TV adaptation of her most 
famous work— HBffs Twe Blood witch pre- 
mieres Its third season Sun , June 1 3 — has 
nwedepthtaan its written- word couterpart 
Butgoddamnitif Iheyaren'tlhe equivalent of 
literary crack. And ever since I picked up lie 
first novel. Oead Until Dark— about tie titular telepathic waitress and her 
vampire lover, Bill, living in small-town Louisiana — I've been jonesing for 
more. Harris skips the puple prose of similaity fantastical books tarfrank 
straight talk. Sookie isa strong central character, araresass-fllledheroinewiBi 
a romantic interest who doesn't melt when in the presence of her idealized 
male hero. Harris wilreadfrom Dead h the Famly(kce).hei 1011] Stackhouse 
novel, out this month. Finaly.afix. Wed., Mays, 7:30 p.m., tree, Free Library, 
Central Branch, 1901 Vine St, 215-567-4341, treeSbrary.org. 

— Molly Eich el 



[ zine all about It ] 

>TRICKGOZINE YARD SALE 

Courtney Brown and Jackie Barry, juniors at the University of the Arts ha* 
concocted an ambitious exkaairriciiar activity :a zine yard sale, "We wanted 
to have the localart com muiity meet tie actual com munltyol Philadelphia," 
Brown says. With about 40 expected participants, the Idea evolved Into an 
all-day event at fellow UArts junior MattTrigaux'sTrlckGo Boutique. Along 
with zines by students the sale includesGreg Plzzol's kids books, Nose Go's 
printsandthe Holly HolyHobby Hobby zine series Contribute a doodle during 
tlie afternoon selling period, come backat7 p.m. to pick up azine including 



NEW! 

'i ( K 

A Beer Bar 


Happy Hour 

Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm 

Vz Price 

Local Drafts 
& 

Appetizers ! 




s/a 



New Spring Cocktails! 

Serving Brunch Sat & Sun 11:30am- 5pm 

Farm to tabic specials every weekend. 
Organic, free range & local foods from 
the fanners market right to your table. 



Outdoor seating now available! 












RAINBOW BUDOHIST MEDITA- 
TION Meditate with other enlight- 
ened members of the LGBTQ com- 

WiUiam WayCommunity Center, 
1315 Spruce St, 215-732-2220. 



+ MUSIC 

► rock/pop 

THURSDAY 4/29 



ELDER BROTHER with Kill You 
i the Face, Doikoiju A Abstract 
rtimus, 9pm, SS, Khyber, 56 S. 2ni 



the LGBTQ experience and growing 

FBEtAttic YouthCenter. 255 S 
16th St, 215-545-4331 



clips from Broadway sh 

S. Camac St, 215-545-0900. 

SISTAH a SISTAH This weekly 
addresses issues affecting the com- 



performs at this weekly drag show. 
Every Sun. 10pm-2am. $10, Kal- 
ManDu, 50 Rivemew Plaza, Park 
Trenton, NJ, 609-393-7300. 

weekly LGBTQ dance party is 



meeting for PhiUVbnlures, an LG- 
BTQ hiking group. Every Sun. 2pm, 



i 739-5577. 

THE NADAS, 9pm. $10-$12. 

| 215-222-1400. 

FRIDAY 4/30 



HALESTORM with Janus, Burr 



INF1NIEN with Store ( 



PEELANDER-Z u 



READE MCC ARDELL with 

; Carla Odhner & Anders Hyatt, 

; 10:30pm. $8, Tin Angel, 20 S. 2nd 
| St , 215-923-0770. 



GalloryBOn^BaitimoreAve.. ‘ 

pigeon JOHN with Bunjii. Kuf 
Knots.Tom Copson and Lizard 

SMALL TARGETS, 8pm, $8, 



THE PAUL COLLINS BEAT 

The Tough Shits. Invisible Frii 
A The Midnight Beat, 8pm, SI 



; 9pm. S5-S 10. Danger Danger 

SATURDAY 5/1 



AMONG CRIMINALS. 9|im, $1 

World Cafe Live. 3025 Walnut St 
215-222-1400. 



SURGEON with BigTerribl 
Megolodonia, 9pm, $7, Fire. 4 
Girard Ave„ 267-671-9298. 



Young Republic A Chris Kasper, 
8pm , $7, World CaK Live. 3025 



, Captive Kin A Only 
m, $9, North Star Bar, 
It. 215-684-0808, 






SINDEN with DJ Sega, Flufltru- 
nix & Dirty South Joe, 9pm. $15, 
Khyber, 56 S. 2nd St, 215-238- 



tarian Church, 2125 Chestnut Si 



Kids of Hungary A The Swimmers, 
N FrankfordAve., 215-739-9684. 
GIFT HORSE with Twin Tigers, 

I 12MNFront St. 215-291-4919 



SO with Earl Greyhound 
Booze, 7pm, $17. TLA, 334 
St., 215-922-1011. 



t Agenda Picks 

your design, drink some PBR and listen to some tunes. Sal, May 1, fine yard Sale, 
noon-4 p.m.: Collaborative fine Release Party. 7-t0p.m..tree. TrickGo Boutique. 
113SPIneSt., trlckgodothlng.com. 

— Emily Currier 

[ geekgasm ] 

FREE COMIC BOOK DAY 

Nerds everywhere squeal! Phllly spots celebrate the self-explanatory holiday in 
their own way. At Brave New Worlds (45 N. Second St, 21 5-925-6525), a legion of 
Storm Troopers, Splderman and an 8-foot-tall Hulk will be on tap while members 
of the Philly Cartooning Society draw on site. The Ontario Street Comic Shop 
I (2235 E. Ontario St , 2 1 5-288-7338) keeps the celebration going fora week. "We 
know that everyone can't set their schedule for Free Comic Day, so we extend it 
so everyone can enjoy," says owner Bill Fink. Like many other affiliated stores, 
Ontario Street will debut two grabs comics: one bed in with the release of Iron 
Man 2. and Warol the Supermen, a new storyline from DC Comics. Other hot 
spots like Fat Jack's Comlcrypt (2006 Sansom St, 21 5-963-0788) and Atomic 
City Comics (642 South St, 21 5-625-961 3) promise freebies ol all variebes. Sat.. 
May I. treecomicbookday.com. 

— Mandy Bee 



[•i 



ishbuckllng 



>- THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD 
This sweeping desire for historical realism Is a pain 
in the good-time-lovln' ass. So, sure, the Ridley 
Scott-Russell Crowe Robin Hood (out Fri„ May 
1 4) will feature the bloody, testosterone-laden 
reality ol medieval Britain. But what fun is that? 

As the feather-capped philanthropist in the 1 938 
version of the much-adapted legend, Errol Flynn 
; is the warrior at his most dashing, falling for the 
beautiful Maid Marian (Olivia de Havilland) and baffling the evil Guy of Gisboume 
(future Sherlock Holmes Basil Rathbone) and Prince John (the great Claude 
Rains). Yeah, Scott and Crowe may tell it like it is. but Flynn will make you feel 
like a kid again, fit April 30-Thu., May 6. various times. Roxy Theatre, 2023 
Sansom St., 21 5-923-6699. 

— Molly Eichel 




Landmark 

AMERICANA 

www.landmarkamerlcana.com 



EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT 



$2 U CALL IT 

( 10 - 12 | 



CHECK OUT PHILLYS 
NEWEST OUTSIDE BAR 

3333 MARKET ST, PHILADELPHIA 






224 s. 15th st. 
Philadelphia, pa 19102 
215.985.9600 
goodogbar.com 




new spring 
codrtail menu j oS ss 

six refreshing ' A six sips 

Bfeefifemo at *3 

to renew the spirit r lunacy! 



happy hour: 51 off all drinhs sun-wed 
mon-fri: 5-7pm sat: 4-6pm "In the biz* 
sun: 10pm until midnight 20% off 

wsjjsate t^xrfts© osrros 




CORNER OF FRANKFORD S GIRARD. FISHTOWN. WWW.J0HNNY8RENDAS. 
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+ THE STAR-SPANGLED BADASS 

► MAURICE RUSS IS justas important as any blocker 
or jammer in Ihe Plilly Roller Girls Russ sings the national 
anthem , but that’s putting it litfitly. He wails it he pounds 
it and he makessure "The Star- Spanned Banner' could 
beat up any omer nations anthem. A parts adviser to a 
BMW dealership by day. and rock star with the Empty 
Shapes by night. Russ hooked up with the PRG before 
their inaugural 2005 season so he could write up the 
league forTrtc Zine. When their "Star-Spangled" singer 
dropped out Russ issued somefamous last words:"l can 
sing the national anthem." 




City Paper. Do you have any favorite national anthe m per- 
forms nces?Whitney? Roseame? 

Maurice Russ: There was one by Marvin Gaye mat I head 
when I was a kid that is really cool. It's just him with a 
metronome in the background doing mis R&B version. 

CP: I was thrown when I heard Empty Shapes, especially 
when you compared youself te a droney band like me Dead 
C. I thought you worshipped at me altar of Stew Perry. 
MR: I'm more on the noise rock end of the spectrum. 
Mostly I'm known tor my live antics. I'm not just gonna 
stand onstage and look at the crowd. I'm gonna be out 
and mixing. ... I've done scissor kicks. A tew times I've 
ended up nude [laughs]. I've been known to get on top of 
barsgrab bottles of booze. It gets thirsty, singing. 

CP: Do you have a roler derby name? 



MR: When I was an amouncerl had a nickname butev- 
eryoneal ready kn ewmeas Mo. so it never stock. My roller 
derby name was Marcus Hook, but only two girls got it 
because most of them were from Jersey [at mat time). 




actually trying to harmonize with Al Jarreau 

— MollyEichel 



♦ Empty Shapes lhu..Apnl29. 9pm. 510. nidi Carlton Melton. 
CateipHlar and Bar do Pond. Johnny BtendaS.1201 N. Ftantdord 
Aye.. 8/7^35-9849Johnnyhrendas.cont PhayBoterGats.Sun. 
May 2.3-6 p.m..St2-S20.CassollX3Arena.3130WalnulSl.. 
phltyiotlerglriscom. 



Tonguo & Rrny fttntu, 8pm. $5-410, 
Dunjror Bangor Gallery. 501:1 Bal- 
timore Avo. . myupnco.com/dunger- 
dnngorgnllory. 

CONSTELLATIONS Willi Orbit 
North Star Bur. 2839 IbplurSt.. 

GIVERS w ith Pout Pout. 8pm. S8. 
Kung Pu Necktie. 12S0N. Front St. 



JAVELINA with Lord -Monti.-. 
Jail. & WizardEye, 8pm. $6,M 



The Bryan Beller Band. 7:30pm, 
S24-S34 , World Cafe Live. 3025 
Walnut St. 2 15-222-1400. 

VICE ROYAL with Pattern*. 
Theopolis Jones 6 1, Fanbbdes, 
8pm, *8, Khyber, 56 S. 2nd St.2 15- 
238-5888. 




The Adobe 
Cafe 

SOUTHWESTERN BAR AND GRILLE AND 
SANTA FE STEAKHOUSE 



ADOBE IS 
HOSTING 
ACINCO 
DE MAYO 
FIESTA! 



MEXICAN FARE ANO 
GREAT MUSIC! 



Open 7 days M-Wed 4pm-1upm Thu 11:30am-1 
11:30am-11pm Sun 1 1 :30am-9:30pm 
1919 E. Passayunk Ave. 215.551.2243 
4550 Mitchell St 215-483-3947 



MARGARITA 

MADNESS 

DOLLAR SHOTS, 
FULL VEGETARIAN 
AND VEGAN MENU 

Bring this ad for S 5 discount 
on $ 25 purchase. Not 
redeemable with ether offers. 



1 



Latin Roots 
and Rhythms 
Festival 



NEXT WEEKEND! 

May 7, 8, and 9 

14 hours of performances 
and activities representing 
cultures from North, Central 
and South America, 
the Caribbean Islands, Spain 
and- West Africa! 

www. LatinRootSandRhyth msFesti va I . com 

215-425-1390 
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Graham Parker & The Figgs 1 




MIKE KENEALLY BAND 
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AQUALUNG 

WITH KRISTA POLVERE | SATURDAY, MAY a | 8PM 




Shelby Lynne 




Alo Brasil 


\* 


CHARLIE MARS 


rv 

worldca 
3025 WA 


PATTY LARKIN 

ERIN MCKEOWN 



TAVER 

I $ 1.00 1 



$2.20 

DRAFT 



$3.oo 



$4.oo 



$5.oo 

POUND OF PEEL 
AND EAT SHRIMP 



HAPPY HOUR 

5pm -7pm NIGHTLY 



S. 17th St. 

taveml 7restaurant.com 







BARBABY 

9S I FRANKFORD 
& DELAWARE AVE 

i THu" NO COVER ■! 

TROUNCE 



rity 

THE S’dN’GS THAT i 
SAVED^YOUR^ LIFE ! 

P TEN 55 * 

COMMANDMENTS 

: REGGAE & SOVLON 45l : 



IIGFKBEMS* 

INDIE HANCI PART* 
IWSAHCCUANCtl, IHNACN. CHWn VU j 



90 S PARTY 



" SSUFFAHT 
MWT 

50'5/«)S DANCE PARTY 



ROOSEVELTS 

& ixoom VII 

23RD & WALNUT 

215-569-8879 



FLYERS 

PLAYOFF ACTION 

$2 Bud Lights 

FRIDAY 
HAPPY HOUR 

10 DRINKS 
& DRAFTS 



EVERY 

SATURDAY 

NIGHT 

10 DRINKS 
& DRAFTS 



10PM-12AM 
FOOD BUFFET 

All Day, Every Day 

$4.95 1/2 POUND 
BURGER AND FRIES 

PHILLIES 

$2 Bud Light during the games 

Thursday Quizzo 

VOTED BEST OF PHIUY 

msESHm: 




rTHICA'S APRICOT WHEAT 
VICTORY HOP DEVIL 
FLYING FISH FARMHOUSE 
SUMMER ALE 
PBC FLEUR DE LEHIGH 




[337E03T 

PglMIM 

IY GIRLS PRESENT TITTIE CIT 
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spiritsister 

By Felicia D'Ambroslo 



i GET A ROOM 

| >JUSTAFEWyeaisagadtydrinkersonaquest 
5 for a mixture more interesting than a g in and tonic 
but less tooth-decaying than an Appletini had a 
choice — Southwark or Chick’s? Today, athriving 
set of cocktail bais and like-minded restaurants 
are attracting customer. Stephen Starr, who! I find 
out if he won the prize for Ou islanding Restaurateur 
at the James Beard Foundation Awards May 3, 
stepped into the fray this past Sunday with the 
opening of the Ranstead Room, the speakeasy-like 
annex to his newMexi-kltsch El Rey (see p.48), 
with which it shares an address and a kitchen. 

With Manhatta ns and Aviations no longersuch 
rare birds, Starr called in a heavy hitter to set 
apart Ranstead’s drinks list Sasha Petraske. the 
brain behind NewYork's standard-setting Milk& 
Honey and Dutch Kills. Hedevelopedalistof nine 
drinks ewcative of the ’40sand '50s, all relying 
on the fresh-squeezed juice and hand-chipped 
ice de rigueurfor proper SI 2 tipples. 

If sips like the Boulevardier(bourbon, Campari, 
sweetvermouth) or Santis Cocktail (gin, grapefruit 
and lemon juices, maraschino liqueur) don'ttempt 
guests can request "bartenders choice" and pro- 
vide a few words of direction fora custom cup. 
In addition to curating the classics, Petraske cre- 
ated the House Special, an original recipe. Blanco 
tequila, chili piquin. lemon juice and sugar play 
nicely with a selection of tacos, gorditas, guaca- 
moleand albondigas drinkers can order off chef 
Dionicio Jimenez's El Rey menu. 

£ As with other Starr projects, aesthetics drive 
j Ranstead Room's environment as much as the 
« drinks.DesignerShawnHausmantransformedthe 
> formerMidtownlVDinerSbackroomintoa44-seat 

0 black-velvet fantasy, lining the snug, wine-hued 
~ space with vintage wallpaper, polished golden 
= tiling and R-rated artwork. “The environment is 
- supposed to be extremely low-key,” says Petraske. 
? “It’s a room for grownups."Thatfeel is enhanced 
s by the bar’scovert entrance on alley-like Ranstead 
” Street between Chestnutand Market, the security 
z doormarked only with a slim “RR" logo. 

< RansteadS small size and no-reservations policy 

; couldmeanawaitduringprimehours.astheyare 
a adamant about not exceeding their 44-person 
* capacity. “Thecocktalls.howevergoodtheymay 
h be.areonlyonepartoftheservice,’'saysPetraske. 
® “Our primary goal isto create a room for people 

1 who know howto remain polite and quiet, no mat- 
S ter how many drinks they've had. ” 

3 (lelicia.dambrosio@citypaper.net) 



J + Ranstead Room, 2013 Chestnut St (enter on 
’ Ranstead Sheet/. 21 5-563-3330. open nightly at 7p.m. 




GOTTHEMEMO 

From street cart to restaurant and back again, 
Leo Saavedra is a Mexican master. By Trey Popp 



TACOS DON MEMO 1 38th and San som streets, 610-529-2039. 
Summer hours Mon. Sat., 10:30 a. m.-4 p.m.; closed Sun. Tacos, $2; tosta- 
das, $3; tort as, $6: burritos, $6. 

DON MEMO MEXICAN RESTAURANT | 57 Garrett Road, Upper 
Darby, 610-352-2376. Mon. -Thu., lla.m.-10p.m.;Fri.-Sat., 11a.m.- 
midnight; Sun., 10:30 ajn.-9p.m. Appetizers, $'2.5U-$9.95: entrees. $7.95- 
$14.95. Delivery available. Wheelchair accessible. 

G od bless Bobby Flay and his new Burger Palace. Bless the 
University ofFtennsylvania's real estate team for bringing 
the chain to Walnut Street. Bless the blog- 
gers who’ve broadcasted its PR puffery. Bless 
the star-struck students who've abandoned 
their usual lunch haunts to join the Palace's 
hourlong ordering lines. 

I don't know the true mastermind behind this 
grand conspiracy, this neighborhood-scale magic trick, but I have 
a hunch about where he’s eating his lunch . Dollars to pesos it’s 
around the corner at Thcos Don Memo, where, for practically the 
first time in three years, the midday wait for two tacos al pastor 
has dropped below 5 minutes. 

Since Leo Saavedra wheeled this shiny, closet-size cart up to the 
38th Street curb in 2007, that wait has more frequently topped 




the 10-minute mark. Some poor addicts salivate for longer. You see 
them sitting on the concrete embankment near the 7-Eleven park- 
ing bt, or, if they’re skinny enough, on the absurd pair of kinder- 
garten-size folding chairs Saavedra deploys next to a couple dairy 
crates on the sidewalk. (Rather astonishingly, there have been no 
crumpled chairs to date.) 

Saavedra, a native of Guerrero, Mexico, who named his business 
in honor of his grandfather, sells burritos, tostadas, torta sandwich- 
es and tacos. That list i s in a scending order of quality, with the tacos 
al pastor in pole position. A double-tortilla wrap cradles a griddle- 
fried dice of spicy pork in which every single morsel seems edged 
with the perfect crisp. There’s a bit of pineapple, a tuftof cilantro, a 
thorough douse of chipotle salsa as earthy as kiln dust. By the time 
you squeeze your eighth of a lime on top, the doubled tortilla has 
become a structural necessity: barely enough insurance against 
sloppy disintegration that you can still revel in its threat. 

This taut $2 package of tightly packed 
flavors is what Don Memo does far and 
away the best — better than any other 
food cart in town, and better than any- 
thing else that emerges from this one. 
The burritos here are flavor-diluted by comparison. The brittle 
crunch of deep-fried tortillas recommends the tostadas as an 
occasional departure, especially when the asphalt's shimmer- 
ing and you really need some crunchy iceberg lettuce to cool 
you down — in which case, go with the tomatillo salsa, colored 
like the bright stripes on a watermelon and practically thirst- 
quenching in its fruity mildness. But the tacos al pastor are 



50RE FOOD AND 
JR1NK OOVERAGE 
IT CITYPAPER.NET/ 




918 South 22nd Street (corner of Carpenter & 22nd Street) 
Philadelphia, PA 19146 - 215.545.5790 - 215.545.5792 
We Deliver river to river Muton Street to Spring Garden 
VISIT DIVANTURKISHKITCHEN.COM FOR FURTHER DETAILS 



COCKTAILS, BEER AND WINE WILL BE ONLY $3 A GLASS, 
OR OPEN ANY BOTTLE OF WINE FOR 20 DOLLARS. 
(Can not be combined with any other discounts or coupons.) 



■91 



WOULD LIK6 TO 
C€L€BRATg OUR 4TH 
ANNIV6RSARJ WITH JOU? 

FOR THE ENTIRE MONTH OF MAY, ANY MARTINIS. 



CASH ONL 



Live jazz miMic on 
TfiunidajA & Sunday 4-flp 



Cafe Fulya . "BEST OMELETTES” All Day Breakfast. VOTED ONE OF PHILLY'S TOP TEN BRUNCH PLACES! 

2 Course Lunch Special $8.50 - Best Baklava In Town Made Fresh Daily 
95% Vegetarian Dishes - Homemade Turkish Pastries 

727 S. 2nd STREET PHILADELPHIA, PA 19147. 267.909.9937 CAFEFULYA.COM. twitter@cafefulya.com 






MOTHER’S 



IHQMBM 



FAD.UIiTS] 



[children! 



21S-62S-9500 
Front Sc South Street 
Philadelphia, PA 
www.downeysrestaimmt.com 



40TH & 
SPRUCE 



40TH& 

SPRUCE 




what it's all about. 

That may change. A few months ago, Saavedra put 
in his paperwork for permission to operate a bigger 
truck capable of supporting a broader menu. If he gets 
it, the business will boast the rare distinction of hav- 
ing boomeranged from food cart, to brick-and-mortar 
restaurant, and back to an expanded presence on the 
street. About a year after Don Memo first set up shop 
at 38th and Sansom streets, it branched out in Upper 
Darby with a casual BYO a couple of blocks from the 
69th Street Transit Station. 

The family-style cooking at Don Memo’s sit-down 
location is short on frills, but there are several things 
to like — including a few that would push the street- 
side operation, pending expansion, to the next level. 
There’s a superbly rendered poblano mole. If it can 
rescue the dryish chicken shreds in an Upper Darby 
trio of enchiladas, it could work wonders in the truck’s 
burritos. The restaurant also offers hefty tamales 
— studded with far moister chunks of chicken — that 
would travel well. 

Saavedra would face a stiffer challenge reproducing 
the restaurant's winning way with fresh masa harina, 
which is the best justification for trekking out to Upper 
Darby. I’ve rarely seen a pile of beef tongue quite so 
heaping as on a giant huarache, but the simple, pliant 
substrate emerged as the dish's best feature — supe- 
rior, in fact, to the actual huaraches at Distrito (their 
strength lies in more intensely flavored toppings). 
Better still was a soft pupusa stuffed with just enough 
cheese to register, but not enough to weigh down a 
snack whose surprisingly delicate profile made the tra- 
ditional accompaniment of watery, slightly sour tomato 



The restaurant has its weaknesses. Good handmade 
flour tortillas had no chance of saving a gummy green 
mess of chicharrones. There are better ways to deploy 
boiled nopales than as slippery strips in a giant salad 
dominated by iceberg lettuce. But like the original Don 
Memo cart, its strengths outshine its shortcomings. 

What Tacos Don Memo 3.0 might look like is an open 
question, but there’s every reason to hope Saavedra 
gets another chance to grow. In the meantime. 
University City’s al pastor contingent can root for the 
continued popularity of his bigger, beefier neighbor. 
Bobby Flay, this fine and for-the-moment fast pork taco 



(t _popp@cilypaper.nel) 











3 COURSES FAMILY STYLE $25 PER PERSON! EVERY SUNDAY! 



McGillin's nide Ale House 

Featuring: 

Our Famous REAL Margarita's Mexican - Irish Specials 

(kitchen open 'til 1am) KARAOKE @ 9pm 



MCGillin'S ms 150 YEARS 

(ilflp Alp House 



CINCO 
DE HAYO 
FIESTA! 




'mum//* 



$33, FOUR-COURSE DINNER FOR TWO! 
EVERYDAY AFTER 5 PM 

S9 ENTREES 
South Street Souvlaki 

509 SOUTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA • 115-915-3016 



THIS FRESH, AUTHENTIC, MOUTH-WATERING MEDITTERANEAN CUISINE 
WILL HAVE YOUR PALATE DANCING! 

FROM GREEK SHRIMP TO MUSSELS, LAMB CHOPS TO KABOBS, 
MOUSAKA TO SPANAKOPITA, HUMMUS TO STUFFED PEPPERS 



Celebrating Our 33 Year Anniversary! 







[ food & drink ] 




AUBURN ROAD VINEYARD CELEBRATES! 

>s it's true, in 1933 the U.S. courts 
:opped us from having to sneak a little 
>och in some back ally speakeasy with ths 
joming threat of being raided. Now we'rs 
:ee to enjoy great wine like it shoulc 
; , out in the open, in a fun, relaxed 
itting with all our friends . So stop 
r The ENOTECA at AUBURN ROAD VINEYARDS 
) enjoy some AWARD WINNING WINE, tastj 



still legal 



enlightened patron. 



WWW. AUBURNROADV INE YARDS . COM, 



S. 17th St 1 2 15/790-1 799 

tavern17restauranl.com 



Cedars 

WuUtiiZanian. Cuibi/ie. . T)ptn. 7 dtuji a. tu&k- 

Hummus, Kibeh, Kabob, 

Grape Leaves, Falafel, and Seafood specialty 

616 S. 2 1 " 1 Street 
215.925.4950 
wivw.cedarsrestaurant.com 



tavern]^ 

BRUNCH 

SATURDAYS - SUNDAYS 
1 7am - 3pm 

I MOTHER'S DAY BRUNCH 
I BUFFET SUNDAY. MAY 9TH 
1 1 1 nin - 4pm (but snuingal % 
m $30 per person 
$15 children 3-12 



□ 



frenzy 

By Drew Lazor 




NOW SEATING 



El Rey | Stephen Starr's latest restaurant draws aes- 
thetic inspiration from the gritty Mexicali roadside bars 
in flicks like From Dust Till Dawn. (For our safety, the 
servers rock natty plaid shirts and not double-cylinder 
revolver codpieces.) Situated in the former Midtown IV 
Diner, El Rey's walls are filled with trippy Mexican pris- 
on art and various kitschtastic flea-market finds. Chef 
Dionicio Jimenez (ex Xochitl) has put together a largely 
traditional Mexican menu (leave the mod flash-n-dash to 
El Vez) — tortas, cemitas, tacos, moles, chiles en nogada. 
In the back of the restaurant sits the Ranstead Room, a 
covert cocktail bar (check out Spirit Sister on p. 44). 2013 
Chestnut St., 215-563-3330, elreyrestaurant.com. 

Savas Brick Oven Pizza | This combo takeout, 
bar and restaurant is owned by Savvas Navrosidis, 
proprietor of the nearby Fairmount Pizza as well as 
Alessandro's at Broad and Wallace. The collegiate-friend- 
ly space, which opens early as a breakfast cafd/coffce 
spot (with free WiFi) and goes till last call, offers a huge 
selection of brick-oven pizzas, stromboli, sandwiches and 
salads, plus a full bar. Don't miss Navrosidis' wife Maria’s 
homey Greek specialities, which include souvlaki, stuffed 
peppers and revithia, a vegetarian lemon broth-based 
soup with braised chickpeas and baby spinach. Hours: 
Sun -Thu., 9 a.m.-l a.m.;Fri.-Sat., 9 a.m.-2a.m.,3505 
Lancaster Ave., 215-222-7777, saoaspizza.com. 

> LITTLE VITTLES 

Renaissance Sausage is the name of the brand- 
new food truck making its debut this Sunday, May 2, 
at Headhouse Square Farmers Market. It offers 
four varieties of sausage made from scratch using 
locally sourced, organic ingredients. Munish Narula 
has opened a new Tiffin location in the Wynnewood 
Shopping Center at 50 E. Wynnewood Road. ► 
Kraftwork (Girard and Montgomery), from Sidecar's 
Adam Ritter, opens next Friday, May 7. David Arrell, 
owner of Good Karma at 331 S. 22nd St., is working on 
a second cafd at 928 Pine St. It’s up for a July opening. 

or call 21 5-735-8444, ext. 218. 









WHAT'S COOKING 




Dining Out for Life Thu., April 29 Nearly 200 res- 
taurants across the Delaware Valley have signed on for 
the 20th annual Dining Out For Life, an evening of eat- 
ing to raise money for AIDS charities. All participating 
eateries will contribute a third of the night's food sales 
to benefit six organizations. There are 100 businesses 
on board in the city, including six that have participated 
every year since the event's launch — London Grill, 
Mexican Post, Rembrandt’s, Venture Inn, Westbury and 
Zocalo. A full list of restaurants can be found online. 
Dining Out for Life, various locations, 877-328-4543, 
diningoutforlife.com I Philadelphia. 

IPA Fest and Block Party at Hawthornes Cafg Sun., 
May 2, 3-7 p.m., pay as you go It’s almost the season 
for short-shorts and all-the-time outdoor seating! We’re 
ready — and so is Hawthornes, which is throwing a 
block party centered around hoptastic India Pale Ales. A 
$4 drink ticket gets you a pint from the mammoth draft 
lineup, which'll feature IPAs like Russian River Pliny 
the Elder, Bell’s Two-Hearted and Ballast Point Sculpin. 
Enjoy live reggae from The Sun Tones, plus burgers and 
dogs. (Rain date is May 16.) Hawthornes Caf6, 738 S. 
11th St., 215-627-3012, hawthornecafe.com. 

Philadelphia Restaurant Weekend at the Piazza 

Sat.-Sun., May 1-2, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. and noon-7 p.m. 
Sponsored by Bar Ferdinand and yelp.com, this week- 
end’s Piazza festivities will feature food and drink from 
50 area restaurants. Sample eats from various cuisines, 
participate in P.Y.T.’s burger-eating contest (noon on 
Saturday), catch Harry Arnold from Darling’s doing cook- 
ing demos and snag some fresh produce at the farmers 
market. The Piazza at Schmidts, 1050 N. Hancock St., 
215-467-4603, atthepiazza.com. 

Opening Day at Headhouse Farmers Market, S'l/n , 
May2,10a.m.-2p.m. - Sunday marks the start of the sea- 
son at Headhouse Farmers Market, where some 30 vendors 
will be hawking locally grown /produced wares. Try cheeses 
from Talula's Table, sandwiches from now truck vendor 
Renaissance Sausage, bread from Wild Flour Bakery and 
much more. Headhouse Farmers Market, Second and 
Lombard streets, 215-575-0444, thefoodtrust.org. 



GRACE 

tavern 



I full menu 11:30am - 2am daily I 




m. 



HOOKAH AT L0VASH COMING SOON! 

236-238, South Street. Philadelphia. PA.. 19147 
www.LOVASHINDIANCUISINE.com 
Dine In-Take Out BY0B 
P 215.925.3881 F 215.925.3882 



SITAR INDIA 



t^aelaMChi 

Italian Deli 




NEW FAST LUNCH! 

GREAT QUALITY - GREAT PRICE- 1 AST 

6 Menu Items all under $0. Monday - Friday unomrayn 



HAPPY HOUR 

Mon-Fri 4-6PM 
$2 off all drafts 



KARAOKE 

Every Sunday toPM-zAM 



BRUNCH 

Sat & Sun At ioAM 

2 WHEEL 
TUESDAYS 

Ride Your Motorcycle For 
Drink Specials! 



QUIZZO 

Every 'Diursday io-i2am 

215 . 627.67 11 



MINAR.SPALACE 



7 DAY LUNCH & 
DINNER BUFFET 

• DISCOUNT FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS • 

• WE DO CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS • 

• COMPETITIVELY PRICED • CLOSED ON TUESDAYS • 

• LUNCH S8.9S • DINNER BUFFET Slt.95 • 



NEW WALNUT STREET 
LOCATION 

Monday - Friday. 11:30am - 9:00pm 
Saturday. 12:30pm to 9:00pm 



60 1 38TH SI BETWIEN CHESTNUT 6 MARKET STS. PHONE 6 FAX: 2156624111 











URNAFTER READING” — IT’S WHAT REMAINS. 






the dice! Mustbe21 to play!!! 






Independents, Couples, Mod- 
els Photographers, Videog- 








YOU KNOW YOUR VERSION OF 

DON’T ^ 

STOP 

BELIEVIN’ 

IS THE BEST. TIME TO PROVE IT. CHECK OUT CITYPAPER.NET/ 
KARAOKE FOR ALL YOUR 
KARAOKE NEEDS 





^clas sifieds 




p623ocec7I. hop clickbank. 



DENTISTS HEEDED 








FAIRMOUNT 5 

I FLEA i 
! MARKET! 




22ND & FAIRMOUNT 



9AM til 5PM 

But Early Birds Welcome! 

Parking Available In The Adjacent Lot 



21 5 -625 -FLEA (3532) 

www.PhilaFleaMarkets.org 
^ 







RE/MAX 



of Ocean City New Jersey 

is a company built on the promise of exceptional customer service. Whether 
you are selling your home or searching for that special place to call your 
own, you deserve to work with someone you trust-someone who you know 
has your best interests in mind. 

Whatever your particular real estate need, we will work hard to make sure 
that you are completely satisfied. We have the knowledge, experience, and 
dedication that it takes to get results. Our goal is to make the buying and 
selling of real estate an enjoyable experience, not one filled with problems 
and anxiety. We are both here to assist you with your real estate needs. 
We place a high emphasis on personalized service, in fact you can say our 
motto is SERVICE, SERVICE, SERVICE. It's Easy. 

without you we cannot be successful. 






[• \K- 1 1 E. Dundee Road 

i $1,596,000 



2951 Asbury Avenue 
F ~~ 1 $519,000 




ANTHONY & 

VIRGINIA CANNATA 

THE CANNATA CONNECTION 

Re/Max of Ocean City 

3301 Bay Avenue . Ocean City, NJ 08226 



271 7 Wesley Avenue 
I $2,450,000 







' specialty is with working with out of state clients. 



Contact John Featherman 

215-546-0550x5221 or 215-790-5221 

www.KingofRentals.com 



. Fox & Roach REALTORS* 



An independently owned member of the Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc 



NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY! 

Amazing Florida Real Estate From The Low $200’s To Discounted Multi -million Dollar Properties. 



National Real Estate firms by JD ! 



REHZIgiB 

Cpropehty MANAGEMENT U^T) 
P.O. Box 297 Moorestown NJ 08057 



QUEEN VILLAGE 

2ND CHRISTIAN- 2BD. 2 Bath Bi-level, w/ 
parking .C/A. H/W. New Kitchen. Laundry 
-$1,475.00 

1 BD. 1 Ba. Fireplace, H/W, C/A- $950.00 
4TH A LOMBARD- 1 BD. 1 Ba. Bi-level, 
Deck, C/A H/W, Parking Available- 
$1 ,400.00 

WASHINGTON SQ WEST 

9TH A PINE- Studio. H/W, includes electric 
and gas. Elevator, Laundry- $ 800.00 
1 BD. 1 BA. H/W. Includes Electric, Gas, and 
Laundry- $ 875.00 

1 BD, 1 BA. H/W. New Kitchen and Bath, 
Deck. Laundry- $ 1 .200.00 
1 2TH A SPRUCE- 2 BD. 1 BA H/W. New 
Kitchen and Bath. C/A Laundry- $1 ,500.00- 
$1,700.00 

STUDIO. H/W. C/A. Laundry. Unities 
included. Courtyard- $ 800.00- $860.00 



CHESTNUT HILL 

WILLOW GROVE AVE-2BD.2BA. H/W, 
laundry. Included heat, hot water. & cooking 
gas- $875.00 

LANSDOWNE 

87 S LANSDOWNE 1BD, 1BA H/W. New 
Kitchen. Laundry Included. Heat, hot water, 
gas- $700.00 

93 S. LANSDOWNE AVE 2BD, 2BA, 
H/W, include, heat hot water cooking gas, 
Laundry- $950.00 

89 E. BALTIMORE PIKE 1BD.1BA, H/W, 
New Kitchen laundry. Included heat, hot 
water & cooking gas-$725.00 

ELKIINS PARK 

415 E. CHURCH ROAD- 2BD. 1 BA. New 
Kitchen. H/W. Laundry. Included heat , hot 
water- $975.00 



CANT SELL 
YOUR HOME 



CALL THE KING OF RENTALS 
NOW, AND WE’LL GET IT 
RENTED FOR YOU! 



For Waterfront, Historical, Golf communities and Condominium properties call 
>r email for great deals or begin your search 



As leading producer. 



Douglas Drake, REALTOR 

Coldwell Banker 

2500 South Dixie Highway 

West Rilm Beach, Florida, 33401 

561-531-9182 . www.Iloridamoves.com/dougIas.drake 
email: douglas.drake@floridomoves.com 



With prices at historical lows, the home of your dreams awaits you. Enjoy 
the excitement of both the city of West Palm Beach and the Island of Palm 
Beach with its fabulous shopping on Worth Avenue, dining .entertainment 
and of course our beaches of white sand and blue waters. 



With direct flights from Philadelphia, Palm Beach is a 
great choice. 











Not your ordinary Philadelphia 



Uniquely located on the edge of Center City, surrounded by Philadelphia's 
most spectacular views, The Residences at Dockside offers luxury waterfront 
condominium living for those who appreciate life on the edge of ordinary. 

Private, quiet, yet remarkably convenient to all that the city 
has to offer, Dockside has everything you need to live life well. 

• Heated Indoor Pool • Spa-Fitness Club • 24-Hour Doorman 

• Indoor Parking • Free Shuttle Service 

• 1 -BR's from s 254, 500 • 2-BR's from *438,500 

• 3-BR’s from s 800, 500 • Tax abatement until 201 2! 

THE RESIDENCES AT 



DOCKSIDE 

There’s nothing better than living on the water. 



21 5.925.3000 docksidecondominiums.com 

Sales Center; 71 7 South Christopher Columbus Blvd,. in Philadelphia. 
Open Monday - Saturday from 1 0am - 5pm; Sunday 1 2 noon to 5pm; 

Private Appointments Recommended. 
Another Fine Property from The DePaul Group. Broker Cooperation Invited. 





QUICK MOVE-IN CAMILLA MODEL: 

• Open Living Room and connecting Dining Room 

• Granite Island and attached Breakfast Area in Kitchen 

• Powder Room 

• Detached one-car Garage 

• Lavish Owner's Suite, with spacious Bedroom, 1 -2 walk-in 
closets and Sitting Area 

• Owner's Bath features soaking tub, shower and double bowl 
vanity, and romantic outdoor Balcony off the sitting area 

• Two additional Bedrooms each feature walk-in 
closet, and 1-2 full Baths 

SPECIALLY PRICED AT 

’ Select models. Talk with a^sales associate^for details. 



$ 389,900 



IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 







